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(54) Application authentication system 



(57) Since there is a possibility that an application 
downloaded to a terminal performs an invalid operation, 
an operation of the downloaded application is very much 
restricted, and the application cannot use local resourc- 
es of the terminal 

With the use of information for authenticating the 
application, which is held in a tamper-resistant region of 
an authentication module, authentication for the appli- 



cation downloaded to a download section of the terminal 
is performed to confirm its source or whether or not it 
has been tampered with. Only an authenticated appli- 
cation is permitted to use the local resources of the ter- 
minal or the authentication module, so that an invalid 
application is prevented from using the local resources. 
Further, there is no need to make the terminal have the 
tamper-resistant region, manufacturing costs of the ter- 
minal can be held at a low level. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

[0001 J The present invention relates to technology to 
authenticate a terminal and an application program that 
operates in the terminal, in a system having a terminal 
such as a cell phone and an authentication module such 
as an IC card. 

Description of the Prior Art 

[0002] Conventionally, in a system where the IC card 
is attached to the terminal to perform business transac- 
tion with a server, an application program (hereinafter, 
abbreviated as 'application') operating in the server has 
directly authenticated the IC card because a region hav- 
ing tamper-resistance cannot be secured in the termi- 
nal. Therefore, the terminal has only relayed communi- 
cation between the server and the IC card. 
[0003] On the other hand, it has been made possible 
in recent years forthe serverto download the application 
to a cell phone or the like to operate it in a portable ter- 
minal. 

[0004] However, since there is a possibility that the 
application downloaded to the cell phone performs an 
invalid operation, an operation of the downloaded appli- 
cation is very much restricted. 

[0005] For example, use of local resources is greatly 
restricted for the application downloaded to the cell 
phone, such that it cannot write data in the IC card at- 
tached to the cell phone and use of various kinds of in- 
terfaces is restricted (prohibited). 
[0006] Further, the application downloaded to the cell 
phone is restricted to reading and writing of personal in- 
formation such as a mail address recorded in a tele- 
phone book or an address book or contents of mails 
stored in a mail inbox, which is held by the cell phone 
or the IC card. This is because the relevant application 
is an authorized one, and verification, whether or not it 
has a right to access to the information held inside the 
cell phone, the IC card or the like, or whether or not it 
operates obliquely, cannot be performed. 
[0007] This could be an extremely large disincentive 
to all-purpose use (versatility) of portable tools and ap- 
plications to E-commerce (EC), which have promising 
futures. 

[0008] To eliminate the restrictions ; the downloaded 
application needs to be authenticated to confirm a fea- 
ture of the application. For example, a signature that a 
third person has added to the application is downloaded 
along with the application, the signature and information 
necessary for verifying correctness of the signature are 
presented to the IC card, and thus authentication is per- 
formed. However, since the cell phone generates the in- 
formation (a digest generated by a hash function, for ex- 



ample) necessary for determining the correctness of the 
signature after the cell phone has downloaded the ap- 
plication and the signature, there is a possibility that a 
dummy signature, which is different from the signature 

5 added to the downloaded application, and a digest, 
which has been manipulated such that verification can 
be performed by the signature, are presented to the IC 
card by the cell phone. For this reason, there exists a 
problem that the IC card cannot trust that the signature 

io and the digest presented to the IC card are actually the 
ones of the downloaded application, and the IC card 
cannot perform authentication for the downloaded ap- 
plication. 

[0009] Furthermore, to enable the application down- 
's loaded to the terminal such as a cell phone (hereinafter, 
abbreviated to a 'terminal application') to access to the 
IC card and to read and write the information stored in 
the IC card so as to be protected, it is required that a 
processing for authenticating the terminal application 
that accesses the IC card is similarly performed by the 
IC card to determine whether or not access may be per- 
mitted. 

[0010] As processing where a secure device such as 
the IC card performs authentication forthe terminal ap- 
plication that accesses the IC card, processing has con- 
ventionally been performed so that the secure device 
determines whether or not the terminal application has 
secret information similar to information held therein. 
However, the terminal does not have a region or a func- 
tion such as a region having tamper-resistance for se- 
curely holding the secret information. For this reason, 
there exists a problem that the secret information may 
leak and the conventional method cannot eliminate the 
possibility that the terminal application uses the leaked 
information and thus the secure device cannot authen- 
ticate the terminal application closely. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] To solve the aforementioned problems, the 
present invention allows the tamper-resistant region in 
the authentication module such as the IC card to have 
information for authenticating a program written in the 
ROM of the terminal such as a cell phone (hereinafter, 
the program may be referred to as a 'library'), and the 
authentication module performs authentication for a li- 
brary written in a region such as the ROM and a TRM 
of the terminal, whose rewriting is difficult. 
[0012] When the library authenticated in this manner 
spontaneously generates necessary information to de- 
termine the correctness of the signature and presents it 
to the IC card along with the signature of the download- 
ed application, the IC card can trust that the signature 
and the information presented by the authenticated li- 
brary are actually the ones of the downloaded applica- 
tion, and thus the IC card can authenticate the applica- 
tion downloaded to the terminal. As the result, the au- 
thenticated application can write data in the IC card, 
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which can realize a more complicated operation than the 
operation of business transaction using a conventional 
terminal. 

[0013] Further, by authenticating the application 
downloaded to the terminal with the IC card as de- 
scribed-above, it becomes possible that the download- 
ed application is allowed to use an external interface of 
the terminal. 

[001 4] To execute the present invention , the signature 
of the application to be downloaded needs to be down- 
loaded. Therefore, it is made possible that the signature 
of the application is not only downloaded independently 
of the application, but also stored in a definition file of 
the application in order to deal with conventional data 
specification. Accordingly, downloading of the signature 
independently of downloading of the application is un- 
necessary. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] For a more complete understanding of the 
present invention and the advantages thereof, refer- 
ence is now made to the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 
[0016] Fig. 1 is a function block diagram of an appli- 
cation authentication system in the first embodiment in 
the present invention. 

[001 7] Fig. 2 is a view showing an example of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the first embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0018] Fig. 3 is a view showing another example of 
the application authentication system in the first embod- 
iment of the present invention. 

[0019] Fig. 4 is a function block diagram of the appli- 
cation authentication system in the second embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0020] Fig. 5 is a function block diagram of an appli- 
cation authentication system in the second embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0021] Fig. 6 is a view explaining an application main 
body and a signature. 

[0022] Fig. 7 is a flowchart explaining an operation of 
a terminal in the second embodiment of the present in- 
vention. 

[0023] Fig. 8 is a flowchart explaining an operation of 
an authentication module in the second embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0024] Fig. 9 is a function block diagram of the authen- 
tication module in the third embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0025] Fig. 10 is a flowchart explaining the operation 
of the authentication module in the third embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0026] Fig. 1 1 is a function block diagram of the appli- 
cation authentication system in the fourth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0027] Fig. 12 is a flowchart explaining a processing 
where a terminal authenticates the authentication mod- 



ule in the fourth embodiment of the present invention. 
[0028] Fig. 1 3 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the fifth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

5 [0029] Fig. 14 is a view schematically showing appli- 
cation-usable resource information. 
[0030] Fig. 1 5 is a view schematically showi ng a state 
where the application-usable resource information is 
downloaded with an application. 

w [0031] Fig. 16 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the sixth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0032] Fig. 1 7 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the seventh embodi- 
es ment of the present invention. 

[0033] Fig. 18 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the eighth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

[0034] Fig. 1 9 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
of the terminal in the eighth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0035] Fig. 20 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
of the authentication module in the eighth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0036] Fig. 21 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the ninth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0037] Fig. 22 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
of the authentication module in the ninth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0038] Fig. 23 is another flowchart explaining an op- 
eration of the authentication module in the ninth embod- 
iment of the present invention. 

[0039] Fig. 24 is another function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the ninth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

[0040] Fig. 25 is a view showing an example where 
the ninth embodiment of the present invention is real- 
ized in an IC card. 

[0041] Fig. 26 is a view showing another example 
where the ninth embodiment of the present invention is 
realized in an IC card. 

[0042] Fig. 27 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the tenth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0043] Fig. 28 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the eleventh embod- 
iment of the present invention. 

[0044] Fig. 29 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the twelfth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

[0045] Fig. 30 is a sequential diagram explaining an 
operation of the application authentication system in the 
twelfth embodiment of the present invention. 
[0046] Fig. 31 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the thirteenth embod- 
iment of the present invention. 

[0047] Fig. 32 is a sequential diagram explaining an 
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operation of the application authentication system in the 
thirteenth embodiment of the present invention. 
[0048] Fig. 33 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the fourteenth embod- 
iment of the present invention. 

[0049] Fig. 34 is a view schematically showing an ap- 
plication main body and an application definition file of 
a Java application. 

[0050] Fig. 35 is a flowchart explaining a processing 
of application authentication by using a signature stored 
in an optional region. 

[0051] Fig. 36 is a view in which the TRM access li- 
brary section of the application authentication system of 
the second embodiment has an application manger and 
a device driver. 

[0052] Fig. 37 is a function block diagram of the ter- 
minal of the sixteenth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0053] Fig. 38 is a function block diagram of the ter- 
minal of the seventeenth embodiment of the present in- 
vention. 

[0054] Fig. 39 is a flowchart explaining a processing 
flow in the terminal of the seventeenth embodiment. 
[0055] Fig. 40 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the eighteenth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
[0056] Fig. 41 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the nineteenth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
[0057] Fig. 42 is a flowchart explaining a processing 
flow of the application authentication system in the nine- 
teenth embodiment of the present invention. 
[0058] Fig. 43 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system that consists of three 
kinds of equipment. 

[0059] Fig. 44 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the first equipment. 

[0060] Fig. 45 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the second equipment. 

[0061] Fig. 46 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the third equipment when the application authen- 
tication system consists of the three kinds of equipment. 
[0062] Fig. 47 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system that consists of four 
kinds of equipment. 

[0063] Fig. 48 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the third equipment when the application authen- 
tication system consists of the four kinds of equipment. 
[0064] Fig. 49 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the fourth equipment when the application au- 
thentication system consists of the four kinds of equip- 
ment. 

[0065] Fig. 50 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system that consists of five 
kinds of equipment. 

[0066] Fig. 51 is a function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system that consists of N+1 
kinds of equipment. 



[0067] Fig. 52 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the i-th equipment. 

[0068] Fig. 53 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the (N+1)th equipment. 
5 [0069] Fig. 54 is a schematic diagram showing that 
the equipment is connected using a nested structure. 
[0070] Fig. 55 is a flowchart explaining an operation 
flow of the i-th equ ipment in the twenty-first embodiment 
of the present invention. 

w 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

[0071 ] The present invention relates to the application 
authentication system that includes the terminal and the 
15 authentication module, and the terminal' may be a port- 
able electronic device represented by the cell phone. 
Further, it also may be a personal computer or a public 
terminal installed on a street corner, which is virtually 
not portable. It is an electronic device to which the au- 
20 thentication module described below is attachable, and 
it can operate the application inside the device. The ter- 
minal has various kinds of sections inside as described 
below, and these sections can be realized by software 
when the terminal is provided with a ROM, a RAM and 
a CPU. 

[0072] The 'authentication module* is one having a 
storage area inside, which is a (SD) memory card, an 
IC card or a smart card, and it performs an operation to 
reply to data entered when the data is entered from the 
terminal to which the module is attached. Furthermore, 
the authentication module has a region called a tamper- 
resistant region that prevents invalid reading-out and 
invalid rewriting of information stored therein. A few of 
the sections in the authentication module described be- 
low can also be realized by a card application that op- 
erates in such an IC card. 

[0073] Generally, the authentication module is at- 
tached to the terminal, and an electrical circuit is formed 
between the terminal and the authentication module to 
exchange information. However, there also exists a 
mode where the main body of the terminal and a part to 
which the authentication module is attached separately, 
and information is exchanged by communication. 
[0074] Note that the application operating on the ter- 
minal performs one or more arithmetic operations, use 
a local interface, access the server, access the tamper- 
resistant region, and access an external memory. The 
'local interface* is an external interface that the terminal 
has, where IrDA (an interface for infrared communica- 
tion), Bluetooth, another radio communication, an inter- 
face for cable communication, and the like are cited. 
[0075] Note that description has been made above 
that the terminal and the authentication module are eas- 
ily separated, but the terminal may be provided inside 
the terminal so as to be crimped or soldered to the ter- 
minal circuit so that they cannot be separated easily. 
[0076] Further, although description 'terminal' has 
been made above, the present invention is not limited 
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to portable equipment and can be executed by using a 
personal computer, a workstation, or the like, instead of 
the terminal. 

[0077] Furthermore, the present invention can be ap- 
plied to a processing that, in a state that a plurality of 
equipment are connected in series, equipment on one 
end performs authentication for the application stored 
in equipment on the other end. 

First Embodiment 

[0078] Fig. 1 is the function block diagram of the ap- 
plication authentication system in the first embodiment 
in the present invention. The application authentication 
system in this embodiment has a terminal 100 and an 
authentication module 101 . 

[0079] The terminal 1 00 has a download section 1 02 
that downloads the application. To download the appli- 
cation' is to read in data for executing the application 
from outside of the download section 102. Herein, 'data 
for executing the application' is: binary data, if the appli- 
cation is the binary data directly executable by the ter- 
minal 100; and description of a language, if the applica- 
tion is described in the language interpreted and exe- 
cuted by the terminal 100. The download section reads 
in the data for executing the application and holds the 
data. 

[0080] The authentication module 101 has a TRM 
section 1 03. The TRM section 1 03 holds information for 
a processing of application authentication in the tamper- 
resistant region. Note that the TRM' is the abbreviation 
for a Tamper Resistant Module'. The •application' is an 
application downloaded to the download section 1 02 of 
the terminal 100, and the 'application authentication' is 
to confirm that the application does not perform an 
invalid operation such as whether or not the application 
has been issued by a credible person, has been guar- 
anteed not to perform an invalid operation, or has been 
tampered after it was issued by the credible person or 
has been tampered with after it was guaranteed not to 
operate obliquely. The 'processing the application au- 
thentication' is a processing to confirm such authentica- 
tion. 

[0081] As a method of processing the authentication, 
a hash function (may be referred to as a 'digest function' 
instead of the 'hash function') such as a SHA-1 (Secure 
Hash Standard-1) and a MD5 (Message Digest 5) is 
generally used to find resultant data that is obtained af- 
ter processing the data for executing the application as 
input data, and the encrypted data (a so-called 'signa- 
ture') is used. Herein, the 'hash function' is a function 
that returns a result, where finding two different input 
data such that the resultant data obtained after process- 
ing the input data match is difficult from a complexity 
point of view. Therefore, the 'information for processing 
the application authentication' is the actual signature or 
a decryption key necessary for decrypting the signature 
to obtain a hash value. The 'tamper-resistant region' is 



a storage area of the authentication module, which is a 
storage area whose data is difficult to read out or rewrite 
in an invalid manner. Such a storage area is realized in 
such a manner that a user must go through hardware 

5 that is not accessible unless the user takes a right pro- 
cedure to access to the storage area, or that the data 
stored in the storage area is encrypted. 
[0082] In the application authentication, the terminal 
1 00 finds the hash value of the application downloaded 

io to the download section 1 02, presents the signature for 
the authentication module 101 along with the hash val- 
ue, and the authentication module 101 checks with the 
information held in the TRM section 1 03 whether or not 
the signature can be generated from the hash value or 

15 the hash value matches a hash value obtained by de- 
crypting the signature. Further, the terminal 100 
presents the actual application downloaded to the 
download section 1 02 and the signature for the authen- 
tication module 101 , and may check the relationship be- 

20 tween the actual application and the signature to per- 
form authentication. 

[0083] With the application authentication system of 
this configuration, the application downloaded to the 
download section 102 can be authenticated by the in- 

25 formation held in the TRM section 1 03 of the authenti- 
cation module 1 01 . Thus, the system can prevent down- 
loading of an invalid application to be executed in the 
terminal 1 00 or stored in the authentication module 101. 
[0084] Fig. 2 shows an example of the application au- 

30 thentication system in this embodiment. In this example, 
a service retailing company 200 distributes the authen- 
tication module 101 in a state that an application 201 is 
stored therein. When a person who has obtained the au- 
thentication module 1 01 attaches the module 1 01 to the 

35 terminal 100, the application 201 is downloaded from 
the authentication module 101 to the download section 
1 02 of the terminal 1 00 (arrow 203). When an download- 
ed application 202 is authenticated by the information 
stored in the TRM section of the authentication module 

^0 1 01 , the application 202 operates in the terminal 1 00 to 
receive provision of service from the service retailing 
company 200 (arrow 204). 

[0085] Fig. 3 shows another example of the applica- 
tion authentication system in this embodiment. In this 

45 example, the service retailing company 200 downloads 
an application 302 to the download section 102 of the 
terminal (arrow 303). When authentication is performed 
to the application 302 by the information held in the TRM 
section of the authentication module 101 andconfirma- 

50 tion is made that the application is not an invalid appli- 
cation, it is stored as an application 301 in the authen- 
tication module 101 (arrow 304). Then, the application 
301 is downloaded to the download section 102 of the 
terminal 100 if necessary, and executed in the terminal 

55 1 00. 

[0086] In Figs. 2 and 3, although the application exe- 
cuted in the terminal 100 is downloaded from the au- 
thentication module 1 01 , anotherexample is cited as fol- 
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lows. When a server, to which the terminal 1 00 has con- 
nected, downloads the application, authentication is 
performed by the information held in the TRM section of 
the authentication module 101, and confirmation is 
made that the application is not an invalid application, 
the application is executed in the terminal 100. 
[0087] Although the word 'terminal' has been used, it 
does not mean that the word is limited to the portable 
terminal or the like represented by the cell phone. For 
example, it may be a home electronic appliance, and 
also may be a so-called information home electronic ap- 
pliance or a network home electronic appliance. Prod- 
ucts such as an air conditioner, a humidifier, a dehumid- 
ifier, an air cleaner, a microwave oven, an oven, a re- 
frigerator, a dish washing machine, a water heater, an 
iron, a trouser press, an electric vacuum cleaner, a 
washing machine, a drier, an electric blanket, electric 
sheets, a light fixture, a television, a radio, an audio ap- 
paratus such as a tape recorder, a camera, an IC re- 
corder, a telephone, a facsimile machine, a copier, a 
printer, a scanner, a personal computer, and the like are 
cited. 

Second Embodiment 

[0088] Fig. 4 shows a function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the second embod- 
iment of the present invention, and the application au- 
thentication system comprises the terminal 100 and the 
authentication module 101. The terminal 100 has the 
download section 1 02 and a TRM access library section 
401 . The authentication module 101 has the TRM sec- 
tion 103 and a TRM access library section authenticat- 
ing section 402. 

[0089] The download section 1 02 downloads the ap- 
plication. 

[0090] The TRM access library section 401 performs 
a processing for application authentication on condition 
that it is authenticated by the authentication module 1 01 . 
Specifically, the TRM access library section 401 makes 
the authentication module 101 perform authentication 
for the section 401 itself first, and performs processing 
for application authentication when it is authenticated 
correctly. 

[0091 ] As a method that the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 makes the authentication module 101 perform 
authentication for the section 401 itself, there exists a 
method where information unique to the terminal 1 00 is 
output to the authentication module 101, and the au- 
thentication module 101 checks whether or not the out- 
put information matches the information stored in the 
tamper-resistant region to perform authentication. As 
the 'information unique to the terminal 100', (1) a tele- 
phone number is cited when the terminal is the cell 
phone. Furthermore, as another 'information unique to 
the terminal 1 00', it may be (2) an identifier that specifies 
the kind of the terminal 100 or an identifier different for 
each terminal such as a production number added to 



the terminal 100. In addition, there also exists a method 
of authenticating the TRM access library section 401 by 
using information regarding (3) a combination of the ap- 
plications installed in the terminal 1 00. The 'applications 
5 installed in the terminal 1 00' means the application pro- 
vided in the terminal, which is the application download- 
ed from outside the terminal 100 or the application 
stored in the ROM of the terminat 1 00. In this case, TRM 
access library section 401 outputs information to the au- 

10 thentication module 101 as to which application has 
been installed in the terminal 100 (the identifier of the 
installed application, for example), and the authentica- 
tion module 101 performs authentication by determining 
whether or not the information that has been output 

15 matches the information stored in the tamper-resistant 
region. Alternatively, information of the invalid terminal 
information is stored in the tamper-resistant region, and 
the authentication module performs authentication by 
determining whether or not it does not match the invalid 

20 terminal information. 

[0092] As an example of (3) cited above, it is assumed 
that a new service is provided for a person who is a 
member to receive both of service A and service B, for 
example, in this case, when TRM access library section 

25 401 is authenticated by the authentication module 101 
on condition that application A to receive service A and 
application B to receive service B are installed in the 
terminal 100, application C to receive service C can be 
provided for the member whose terminal has installed 

30 applications for service A and service B. 

[0093] Further, there also exists a method of authen- 
ticating the TRM access library section 401 by using the 
information to identify the TRM access library section 
401 . The 'information to identify the TRM access library 

35 section 401 ' is information to identify software that con- 
stitutes the TRM access library section 401 , for exam- 
ple, which is a name, a version or a serial number of the 
software. The TRM access library section 401 outputs 
the information to identify the TRM access library sec- 

40 tion 401 to the authentication module 101 , and the au- 
thentication module 101 performs authentication by de- 
termining whether or not the information that has been 
output matches the information stored in the tamper-re- 
sistant region. 

45 [0094] The 'processing for authentication of the appli- 
cation' is a processing for authentication of the applica- 
tion downloaded to the download section 1 02. The TRM 
access library section 401 may perform a part of the 
processing regarding authentication of the application. 

50 Jn addition, since the TRM access library section 401 
has been authenticated by the authentication module 
1 01 , it may perform all the processing regarding authen- 
tication of the application. 

[0095] Further, the processing performed by the TRM 
55 access library section 401 is not necessarily limited to 
the processing for application authentication. For exam- 
ple, as shown in Fig. 36, the TRM access library section 
401 has an application manager and a device driver 
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therein, and may perform a processing for them. 
[0096] The 'application manager 1 provides a function 
to control the application operation, such as startup, ter- 
mination, and suspension. Note that an 'application con- 
trol program' is cited as another name of the application 
manager, for example. 

[0097] The 'device driver* is a program to control input/ 
output with the authentication module. For example, it 
is a -program that absorbs specification of operation for 
input/output, which is different for each authentication 
module, and enables the application to perform input/ 
output by an operation of a same interface. Note that an 
'authentication module access program' is cited as an- 
other name of the device driver. 

[0098] The TRM section 103 holds TRM access li- 
brary section authentication information in the tamper- 
resistant region. The TRM access library section au- 
thentication information' is information to authenticate 
the TRM access library section 401. As already de- 
scribed, there are cases where this information is the 
information unique to the terminal 100 such as a cell 
phone number, the information regarding the combina- 
tion of the applications installed in the terminal 100, or 
the information to identify the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 . Since the TRM access library section authen- 
tication information is held in the tamper-resistant re- 
gion, there is also a case where the cell phone number, 
the information to identify the application installed in the 
terminal 100, and the information to identify the TRM 
access library section 401 are held in an encrypted form. 
[0099] The TRM access library section authenticating 
section 402 authenticates the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 of the terminal 100 based on the TRM access 
library section authentication information. Specifically, it 
performs authentication for the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 with information for authentication output from 
the TRM access library section 401 to the authentication 
module 101 and the TRM access library section authen- 
tication information held in the TRM section 103. 
[0100] Fig. 5 is a view for explaining a method of ap- 
plication authentication in the application authentication 
system in this embodiment. The difference between the 
application authentication systems shown in Figs. 4 and 
5 is that the download section 102 of the terminal 100 
in Fig. 5 downloads the application to which the signa- 
ture, which is the information to authenticate that the ap- 
plication has not been tampered with, is added : the ter- 
minal 100 further has a signature authentication infor- 
mation output section 501 , and the authentication mod- 
ule 101 further has a signature authentication informa- 
tion input section 502 and a signature authentication 
section 503. 

[01 01 ] The 'signature, which is the information to au- 
thenticate that the application has not been tampered 
with' is information to confirm that the application has 
not been tampered with. Fig. 6 shows a relationship be- 
tween the application and the signature. An application 
main body 601 is qualified as data : a value obtained by 



applying the hash function such as SHA-1 and MD5 to 
the data is encrypted, and thus a signature 602 is 
formed. To confirm that the application main body has 
not been tampered with, by using the signature 602, the 

5 signature 602 is decrypted first to obtain the hash value. 
Next, the hash function is applied to the application main 
body to confirm whether or not a value obtained is the 
same as the hash value that is obtained by decrypting 
the signature 602. Alternatively, the hash function is ap- 

10 plied to the application main body to obtain the hash val- 
ue, it is encrypted, and determined whether or not the 
obtained value is the same as the signature 602. The 
former method is a method normally used when the sig- 
nature 602 uses a public key cryptography, for example, 

15 where the signature 602 is generated by encrypting the 
hash value by a private key of a person who signs and 
is decrypted by a public key that corresponds to the pri- 
vate key of the person who has signed when confirma- 
tion is made that the application main body has not been 

20 tampered with. The latter method is used, for example, 
when a person who confirms that the application main 
body has not been tampered with knows the private key 
of the person who has signed, or when a symmetric key 
cryptography is used. 

25 [0102] In this embodiment, TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 , after having the authentication module 1 01 au- 
thenticate the section 401 itself, performs a processing 
that is a part of the processing for authentication of the 
application downloaded to the download section 102, 

30 that is, generating a digest for signature authentication 
from the application downloaded to the download sec- 
tion 102. The 'digest for signature authentication' is the 
hash value by the hash function such as SHA-1 and 
MD5. 

35 [0103] The signature authentication information out- 
put section 501 outputs signature authentication infor- 
mation 506 generated in the TRM access library section 
401 , which includes a digest for signature authentication 
504 and a signature 505, to authentication module 101 . 
40 Herein, the 'signature 505' is a signature added to the 
application downloaded to the download section 102. 
[0104] The signature authentication information input 
section 502 enters the signature authentication informa- 
tion 506 output from the signature authentication infor- 
ms mation output section 501 . 

[0105] The signature authentication section 503 per- 
forms verification for the signature based on the digest 
for signature authentication and the signature entered 
from the signature authentication information input sec- 
50 tion 502. As a method of verification , when the signatu re 
has been encrypted by the private key of the public key 
cryptography, for example, it is decrypted by the public 
key that corresponds to the private key and authentica- 
tion is performed by comparing the result of the decryp- 
55 tion and the digest for signature authentication to deter- 
mine whether or not they are identical. Alternatively 
there exists a method in which the symmetry key is held 
in the tamper-resistant region and the signature is de- 
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crypted by the symmetry key to compare with the digest 
for signature authentication, or a method in which the 
private key is held in the tamper-resistant region and the 
digest for signature authentication is encrypted by the 
private key to be compared with the signature. 
[0106] Fig. 7 is the flowchart exemplifying the opera- 
tion of the terminal 1 00. As a premise for performing the 
processing of the flowchart, it is assumed that the TRM 
access library section 401 has been authenticated by 
the authentication module 101 . In step S701 , the appli- 
cation is downloaded to the download section 102. In 
step S702, the TRM access library section 401 gener- 
ates the digest for signature authentication by the down- 
loaded application. In step S703, the signature authen- 
tication information output section 501 outputs the sig- 
nature authentication information 506, which includes 
the digest for signature authentication found in step 
S702 and the signature added to the downloaded appli- 
cation, to the authentication module 101. 
[0107] Fig. 8 is the flowchart explaining the operation 
of the signature authentication information input section 
502 and the signature authentication section 503 of the 
authentication module 1 01 . As a premise for performing 
the processing of the flowchart, it is assumed that the 
TRM access library section 401 has been authenticated 
by the authentication module 101. For this reason, there 
exists a method where it is assumed that the TRM ac- 
cess library section authenticating section 402 sets an 
authentication result in the authentication module 101, 
and in the case of performing the processing of the flow- 
chart of Fig. 8, the authentication result that has been 
set is referred to and the processing of the flowchart of 
Fig. 8 is performed only when the TRM access library 
section 401 has been authenticated. In step S801, the 
signature authentication information input section 502 
enters the signature authentication information 506. tn 
step S802, verification for the signature is performed 
based on the digest forsignature authentication 504 and 
the signature 505. The method of verifying the signature 
is as described above. 

[0108] In this embodiment, since the TRM access li- 
brary section 401 , on condition that it has been authen- 
ticated by the authentication module 101, generates the 
digest for signature of the application downloaded to the 
download section 102, and the digest for signature au- 
thentication that has been generated is input to the au- 
thentication module 101 . the digest for signature au- 
thentication is trustworthy and thus the authentication 
module 1 01 can perform authentication for the applica- 
tion downloaded to the download section 1 02. 

Third Embodiment 

[0109] Fig. 9 is the function block diagram of the au- 
thentication module 101 according to the third embodi- 
ment of the present invention. This embodiment shows 
the authentication method by the signature authentica- 
tion information in the second embodiment more specif- 



ically, where the authentication module 101 of the sec- 
ond embodiment further has a signature-derived digest 
generation information obtaining section 901 and a sig- 
nature-derived digest generation section 902. 
5 [0110] The signature-derived digest generation infor- 
mation obtaining section 901 obtains signature-derived 
digest generation information for generating a signa- 
ture-derived digest by using the signature entered from 
the signature authentication information input section 
10 502. if the signature is the one in which the hash value 
of the application main body has been encrypted, the 
"signature-derived digest generation information' is the 
decryption key that decrypts the encrypted value. When 
the public key cryptography is used as a method of en- 
's cryption, the public key corresponding to the private key 
that has been used for encrypting the hash value of the 
application main body is the signature-derived digest 
generation information. The public key may be held in 
the authentication module 101. Further, it may be ac- 
20 quired from an appropriate server via the terminal 100 
or the like. 

[0111] The signature-derived digest generation sec- 
tion 902 generates a signature-derived digest 905 by us- 
ing a signature 903 entered from the signature authen- 

25 tication information input section 502 and the signature- 
derived digest generation information held in the signa- 
ture-derived digest generation information obtaining 
section 901 . Specifically, if the signature-derived digest 
generation information is the public key, the public key 

30 decrypts the signature 903 to generate the signature- 
derived digest 905 that is the hash value of the applica- 
tion main body. 

[01 1 2] The signature authentication section 503 per- 
forms authentication based on the signature-derived di- 
ss gest 905 generated in the signature-derived digest gen- 
eration section 902 and the digest for signature authen- 
tication entered from the signature authentication infor- 
mation input section 502. In other words, it compares 
the signature-derived digest 905 and the digest for sig- 
40 nature authentication 904, authenticates the application 
downloaded to the download section 1 02 when they are 
the same, but does not authenticate it if they are differ- 
ent. 

[0113] Fig. 1 0 is the flowchart explaining the operation 
45 of the signature authentication information input section 
502, the signature-derived digest generation informa- 
tion obtaining section 901 , the signature-derived digest 
generation section 902, and the signature authentica- 
tion section 503 in this embodiment. As a premise for 
50 performing the processing of the flowchart, it is assumed 
that the TRM access library section 401 has been au- 
thenticated by the authentication module 101 . For this 
reason, there exists a method where it is assumed that 
of the TRM access library section authenticating section 
55 402 sets the authentication result in the authentication 
module 101. and in the case of performing the process- 
ing of the flowchart of Fig. 10, the authentication result 
that has been set is referred to and the processing of 
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the flowchart of Fig. 1 0 is performed only when the TRM 
access library section 401 has been authenticated. In 
step S1 001 , the signature authentication information in- 
put section 502 enters the signature authentication in- 
formation 506 to obtain the signature 903 and the digest 
for signature authentication 904. In step S1 002, the sig- 
nature-derived digest generation information obtaining 
section 901 obtains the signature-derived digest gener- 
ation information. In step S1003, the signature-derived 
digest 905 is generated in the signature-derived digest 
generation section 902 from the signature 903 and the 
signature-derived digest generation information. In step 
S1004, the signature authentication section 503 per- 
forms authentication based on the signature 903 and the 
digest for signature authentication 904. 

Fourth Embodiment 

[0114] Fig. 11 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the fourth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. In this embodiment the 
terminal of the application authentication system in the 
second embodiment or the third embodiment further has 
an authentication module authenticating section 1101 . 
[01 1 5] The authentication module authenticating sec- 
tion 1101 authenticates the authentication module 101 . 
As a method of this authentication, there exists the 
method shown by the flowchart shown in Fig. 12. In us- 
ing the method, it is presumed that the private key of the 
public key cryptography and the public key correspond- 
ing to the private key are generated for the authentica- 
tion module 101, and the authentication module 101 
stores the private key therein. In step S1201, the au- 
thentication module authenticating section 1101 gener- 
ates random numbers. In step S1202, the random num- 
bers generated in step S1 201 are encrypted by the pub- 
lic key that the authentication module 101 has. In step 
S1203, the random numbers encrypted in steps S1202 
are input to the authentication module 101 to demand 
decryption. In step S1204, the authenticating section 
1101 receives a decryption result from the authentica- 
tion module 101, and it determines if the random num- 
bers generated in step S1 201 and the decryption result 
received in step S1204 are identical in step S1205. As 
another method, there exists a method where the au- 
thentication module authenticating section 1101 inputs 
the generated random numbers to the authentication 
module 101 and demand to encrypt the random num- 
bers by the private key of the authentication module 101. 
The authentication module authenticating section 1101, 
having obtained the encryption result, decrypts it by the 
public key of the authentication module 101 and deter- 
mines if it is identical to the random numbers input to 
the authentication module 101. 

[01 16] As described above, the terminal 1 00 can per- 
form authentication for the authentication module 1 01 
when the terminal 100 has the authentication module 
authenticating section 1101 for authenticating the au- 



thentication module 1 01 . Thus, when the application op- 
erating in the terminal 100 writes highly confidential in- 
formation (privacy information, log of E-commerce (EC), 
balance of an account in a banking transaction, or the 
5 like) in the authentication module 101 , it is possible to 
confirm whether or not the authentication module 1 01 is 
the right one. 

Fifth Embodiment 

w 

[0117] Fig. 13 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the fifth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. This embodiment is a 
mode in which the TRM access library section 401 of 
15 the application authentication system in the fourth em- 
bodiment further has application-usable resource infor- 
mation holding means 1 301 . 

[0118] The application-usable resource information 
holding means 1301 holds application-usable resource 

20 information. The 'application-usable resource informa- 
tion' is information regarding resources whose use is ap- 
proved for an authenticated application. The 'authenti- 
cated application' is the application downloaded to the 
download section 102, to which the processing for au- 

25 thentication by the TRM access library section 401 has 
been performed and which has been authenticated cor- 
rectly. The 'resources' are resources outside the appli- 
cation used by the application. The resources are: local 
resources that are resources of the terminal 1 00 and the 

30 authentication module 101 attached thereto; and other 
resources that are resources of the server, which is a 
communication destination of the terminal 100, for ex- 
ample. There exist several types of local resources such 
as use of memory, use of file, use of IrDA, use of Blue- 
ts tooth, use of communication, use of TRM, use of appli- 
cation, and use of non -contact/contact IC card l/F. In ad- 
dition, in the case of the use of memory among the local 
resources, there also exists one regarding a range of 
memory capacity and memory address. Furthermore, a 

^0 range of usable time is cited as well. 

[0119] Fig. 14 exemplifies the application-usable re- 
source information. In Fig. 14, application-usable re- 
source information 1400 is comprised of items such as 
use of memory 1401, use of file 1402, use of IrDA 1403, 

45 use of Bluetooth 1404, use of communication 1405 : use 
of TRM 1406, use of application 1407, and use of non- 
contact/contact IC card l/F 1408, operation 1409, date 
and time of use 1410, and the like. 
[0120] As items of the use of memory 1401, usable 

so capacity as memory, address of a usable range, write- 
capable number, read-capable number, date and time 
when the memory can be used or cannot be used r and 
the like, are cited for example. Since writing is a loaded 
operation for a flash memory, restricting the number of 

55 writings to a memory is particularly meaningful. 

[0121] As items of the use of file 1402, one that de- 
scribes access restriction to a file that the terminal has 
or a file that an external memory such as the authenti- 



9 



17 



EP 1 326 396 A2 



18 



cation module 1 01 connected to the terminal has, is cit- 
ed. There exist, for example, an accessible directory 
name, an accessible file name,- an accessible file type 
(specified by a file extension, for example), date and the 
time when the file can be or cannot be used, and the like. 
[0122J The use of IrDA 1403 is an item showing 
whether or not the use of an infrared communication 
function, which the terminal has, is approved, and time 
when the function can/cannot be used, total usable time, 
the number of uses, and the like are cited. 
[0123] The use of Bluetooth 1404 is an item showing 
whether or not the use of a communication function via 
Bluetooth is approved, and intensity of radio waves 
where the function can be used, the number of roaming, 
date and time when it can/cannot be used are cited other 
than the time when the function can be used, total usa- 
ble time, the number of uses, and the like. By specifying 
the intensity of radio waves where the function can be 
used, a distance from which communication is possible 
can be specified. 

[0124] The use of communication 1405 is an item 
showing whether or not the use of a communication 
function with the server or the like is approved, and an 
accessible server or the like is cited other than the time 
when the function can/cannot be used, total usable time, 
the number of uses, intensity of radio waves where it 
can be used, and the number of roaming. The server 
accessible by the application is specified by an IP ad- 
dress, a domain name, a server function such as a mail 
server and an FTP server, or communication protocol 
with a server. 

[0125] The use of TRM 1406 is an item showing 
whether or not access to the tamper-resistant region of 
the authentication module 101 or the like is approved, 
which is the date and time when access to the tamper- 
resistant region can or cannot be made, the number of 
accesses, or a card application that operates in an IC 
card having the tamper-resistant region, and an acces- 
sible card application, types of usable IC card com- 
mands, and the like are cited. 

[0126] The use of application 1407 is an item where 
the application specifies another linkable application. 
For example, it is an address book, e-mail, scheduler, 
game, or the like. In addition, the date and time when 
link is possible with another application may be includ- 
ed. When the terminal 100 is a cell phone, whether or 
not the application is approved to operate in parallel with 
a call during telephone communication, or whether or 
not it must be stopped or finished when the call starts 
may be specified. 

[0127] The use of contact/non-contact IC card l/F 
1408 is an item showing whether or not the use of an 
interface for communicating with a contact/non-contact 
IC card or an IC card rewriter, which is capable of com- 
municating with the terminal 1 00, is approved. The time 
when the interface can be used, total usable time, the 
number of usable/non-usable times, a usable l/F (type 
A, type B, type C : or the like), a type of usable IC card 



command, and the like are cited. 
[0128] The date and time of use 1410 specifies date 
and time when the application can operate. Alternative- 
ly, it specifies date and time when the operation of the 
5 application should stop. 

[01 29] When the application downloaded to the down- 
load section 102 uses the resources, it sends a demand 
to use resources to the TRM access library section 401 . 
The TRM access library section 401 refers to the appli- 
10 cation-usable resource information held in the applica- 
tion-usable resource information holding means 1301 
and determines whether or not the demanded resource 
can be used, and it allows the application to use the de- 
manded resource if it is usable. 
15 [0130] The application-usable resource information is 
downloaded to the download section 102 together with 
the application to be downloaded, and it may be held in 
the application-usable resource information holding 
means 1301 . 

Fig. 15 is the view schematically showing data where 
the application-usable resource information is down- 
loaded together with the application. Firstly, there exists 
application data 1501 that is the application main body 
followed by application data signature data 1502 that is 
a signature for authenticating the application data 1 501 , 
and there further exist application-usable resource in- 
formation 1503 and application-usable resource infor- 
mation signature data 1504 for authenticating the appli- 
cation-usable resource information. In the application- 
usable resource information 1503, an expression such 
as 'IrDA V (IrDA is usable) and 'Bluetooth 0' (Bluetooth 
is not usable) is shown like an area added with reference 
numeral 1505. 

[01 31 ] Further, the application-usable resource infor- 
mation is stored in the authentication module 101 , read 
out if necessary, and may be held in the application-us- 
able resource information holding means 1301 . 
[0132] As described above, with a configuration in 
which the TRM access library section 401 has the ap- 
plication-usable resource information holding means 
1301 , the downloaded application can restrict usable re- 
sources. Accordingly, a user can conduct business in 
which he/she issues the application-usable resource in- 
formation to a producer of the application or a service 
provider to receive a counter value. The application-us- 
able resource information can be used for approval con- 
trol of the local resource, and approval/disapproval of 
the use of the local resource can be finely set for a par- 
ticular application. In the case of approving the use of 
local resources, business transaction by issuing the ap- 
plication-usable resource information is made possible 
when the user pays use fees to an issuer of the appli- 
cation-usable resource information. Furthermore, the 
user of the terminal 100, by paying the counter value, 
can obtain the application-usable resource information 
of the downloaded application, which is less restricted 
for the use of the resource, and thus business transac- 
tion where the user of the terminal 100 is a customer 
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can be realized. 

[0133] Note that, in the second to fifth embodiment, 
the download section 1 02 may download a use license. 
The 'use license' is the application-usable resource in- 
formation added with the signature of a downloaded ap- 5 
plication. The 'downloaded application' is the application 
downloaded to the download section 1 02. The 'applica- 
tion-usable resource information added with the signa- 
ture* is the application-usable resource information to 
which the signature of the application-usable resource 10 
information has been added. Since the application-us- 
able resource information is a license for the download- 
ed application to use the resources of the terminal 1 00 
or the authentication module 1 01 , it is important to guar- 
antee authenticity of the application-usable resource in- 15 
formation. For this reason, the signature is added to the 
application-usable resource information. 
[0134] Note that verification of the signature of the 
downloaded application and verification of the signature 
of the application-usable resource information may be 20 
performed either simultaneously or at different occa- 
sions. For example, if the application is verified first, ver- 
ification of the signature of the application-usable re- 
source information is performed to confirm that the sig- 
nature is authentic when the application has started op- 25 
eration and accessed to the resources, and whether or 
not access to the resource is approved may be deter- 
mined. In addition, creators of the signature of the down- 
loaded application and the signature of the application- 
usable resource information may be the same or differ- 30 
ent. The reason why the creators of the signatures may 
be different is that there are cases where the creator of 
the application, and the issuer of the application-usable 
resource information are different and the former ap- 
plies to the latter for approval of the use of the resources 35 
and receives issuance of the application-usable re- 
source information from the latter. Note that the counter 
value may be paid at the time of application for approval 
of the use of the resources. 

[0135] Furthermore, in the case where the applica- *o 
tion-usable resource information of the use license in- 
cludes expiry date information showing a time limit for 
accessing to the resources, the download section 102 
downloads the use license and may update the use li- 
cense when time information approved based, on the 45 
expiry date information, has already expired. 
[01 36] Still further, the use license may be download- 
ed at the time of executing the downloaded application 
and/or authenticating the application. The use license 
may be downloaded from the server with which the ter- so 
minal 100 can communicate. It may be downloaded 
from the authentication module 101 as well. 
[0137] Although it is possible that the download sec- 
tion 102 continues to hold the use license downloaded 
from the server, there are cases in which the use license 55 
has been updated in the server and thus the use license 
held in the download section 102 may have expired. 
Therefore, the download section 102 may inquire to the 



server of the validity of the downloaded use license at 
the time of executing the downloaded application and/ 
or authenticating the application. 
[0138] In the download section 102, the download 
section 102 or another section of the terminal 100 in- 
quires to the server of the contents of the use license 
(via on-line), and it may inquire whether or not the use 
of the resource of the application has been approved. 

Sixth Embodiment 

[01 39] Fig. 1 6 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the sixth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. In this embodiment, the 
TRM access library section 401 of the terminal 100 of 
the application authentication system in the fourth em- 
bodiment or the fifth embodiment further has applica- 
tion-usable resource information output means 1601. 
[0140] The application-usable resource information 
output means 1601 outputs the application-usable re- 
source information to the authentication module 101 
that has been authenticated by the authentication mod- 
ule authenticating section 1101 . 

[0141] In this embodiment, the TRM section 103 of the 
authentication module 101 holds the application-usable 
resource information, which has been output from the 
application-usable resource information output means 
1601, in the tamper-resistant region in a rewritable man- 
ner. 

[0142] The application-usable resource information 
held in the tamper-resistant region is read into the ter- 
minal 1 00 if necessary, and referred to in order to deter- 
mine whether or not resources are usable when the ap- 
plication downloaded to the download section 1 02 uses 
the resources. 

[0143] As described above, the TRM access library 
section 401 has the application-usable resource infor- 
mation output means 1601 and the TRM section 103 
holds the application-usable resource information out- 
put from the application-usable resource information 
output means 1 601 , by which the application-usable re- 
source information can be rewritten, if necessary, even 
after the application-usable resource information has 
been provided in the state where it is held in the authen- 
tication module 1 01 . For example, rewriting of the expiry 
date of the application-usable resource information can 
be done. Further, by payment of the counter value from 
the service provider or the service user, the application- 
usable resource information held in the tamper-resistant 
region can be updated to one, which is less restricted 
for the usable resource of the application, for example. 
Because the TRM access library section 401 , which has 
been authenticated by the signature authentication in- 
formation input section 502 in advance, performs rewrit- 
ing, invalid rewriting can be prevented. 
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Seventh Embodiment 

[01 44] Fig. 1 7 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the seventh em- 
bodiment of the present invention. In this embodiment, 5 
the terminal 1 00 of the application authentication sys- 
tem in the fifth embodiment or the sixth embodiment fur- 
ther has an application-usable resource information 
download section 1 701 . 

[0145] The application-usable resource information 10 
download section 1701 downloads application-usable 
resource information 1 702 added with a signature 1 703. 
This information may be downloaded together with the 
application downloaded to the download section 1 02 as 
shown in Fig. 15. On the other hand, it may be down- 15 
loaded in addition to the application downloaded to the 
download section 102. For example, the application is 
previously downloaded, and the application-usable re- 
source information 1702 may be downloaded when the 
application makes access to the resource. 20 
[0146] In this embodiment, the TRM access library 
section 401 may authenticate the signature 1 703 added 
to the application-usable resource information 1 702 that 
has been downloaded to the application-usable re- 
source information download section 1701. Since the 25 
authentication module 101 authenticates the TRM ac- 
cess library section 401, a result that the TRM access 
library section 401 has correctly authenticated the sig- 
nature 1 703 of the application-usable resource informa- 
tion 1702 is trustworthy for the authentication module 30 
1 01 . Therefore, it is guaranteed that an invalid operation 
does not occur even if the downloaded application ac- 
cesses to the authentication module 1 01 according to 
the application-usable resource information 1702 au- 
thenticated in this manner. 35 

Eighth Embodiment 

[01 47] Fig. 1 8 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the eighth embod- *o 
iment of the present invention. In this embodiment, the 
terminal 100 of the application authentication system in 
the fifth embodiment or the sixth embodiment has the 
application-usable resource information download sec- 
tion 1701 and a signature authentication information 45 
output section for application-usable resource informa- 
tion 1 801 , and the authentication module 101 has a sig- 
nature authentication information input section for appli- 
cation-usable resource information 1802 and a signa- 
ture authentication section for application-usable re- so 
source information 1 803. This embodiment is a mode in 
which the authentication module 101 authenticates the 
signature 1703 instead of the seventh embodiment 
where the TRM access library section 401 authenticates 
the signature 1 703 added to the application-usable re- 55 
source information 1702. 

[0148] The application-usable resource information 
download section 1701 downloads the application-usa- 



ble resource information 1702 added with the signature 
1703. 

[0149] In this embodiment, the TRM access library 
section 401 generates the digest for signature authen- 
tication from the application-usable resource informa- 
tion 1 702 that has been downloaded to the application- 
usable resource information download section 1701, 
and the signature authentication information output sec- 
tion for application-usable resource information 1801 
outputs signature authentication information 1806, 
which includes the digest for signature authentication 
generated and the signature 1 703, to the authentication 
module 101 . 

[0150] The signature authentication information input 
section for application-usable resource information 
1802 enters the signature authentication information 
1806 that has been output from the signature authenti- 
cation information output section for application-usable 
resource information 1801. The signature authentica- 
tion information 1 806 includes a digest for signature au- 
thentication 1 804 generated in the TRM access library 
section 401 and a signature 1805 that is the signature 
1 703 added to the application-usable resource informa- 
tion 1 702. 

[01 51 ] The signature authentication section for appli- 
cation-usable resource information 1803 performs ver- 
ification for the signature based on the digest for signa- 
ture authentication 1804 and the signature 1805, which 
are entered from the signature authentication informa- 
tion input section for application-usable resource infor- 
mation 1802. 

[01 52] Fig. 1 9 is the flowchart explaining the operation 
of the terminal 100 in this embodiment. In step S1901, 
the TRM access library section 401 generates the digest 
for signature authentication 1 804 from the application- 
usable resource information 1702. In step S1902, the 
signature authentication information output section for 
application-usable resource information 1801 outputs 
the signature authentication information 1806, which in- 
cludes the digest for signature authentication 1 804 and 
the signature 1805, to the authentication module 101 . 
In step S1903, the terminal receives the authentication 
result from the authentication module 101 . 
[01 53] Fig. 20 is the flowchart explaining the operation 
of the authentication module 101 in this embodiment. In 
step S2001 , the signature authentication information in- 
put section for application-usable resource information 
1802 enters the signature authentication information 
1806. In step S2002, the signature authentication sec- 
tion for application-usable resource information 1803 
performs verification of the signature 1 805 based on the 
digest for signature authentication 1804 and the signa- 
ture 1805. In step S2003, the module returns a verifica- 
tion result to the terminal 100. 

[01 54] In the above-described embodiment, since the 
signature of the application-usable resource information 
1702 is authenticated based on the digest for signature 
authentication generated by the TRM access library 
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section 401 that has been authenticated by the authen- 
tication module 101, the authentication result is trust- 
worthy. Further, since it is possible that authentication 
in the signature authentication section for application- 
usable resource information 1803 is performed, not 
based on encryption but by determining whether or not 
a signature matches the signature stored in the TRM 
section of the authentication module 101 , authentication 
can be performed with a simple task. 

Ninth Embodiment 

[01 55] The ninth embodiment of the present invention 
is characterized in an in-authentication-module applica- 
tion, which operates in the authentication module 101, 
accepts access from the application operating in the ter- 
minal 1 00 on condition that the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 has been authenticated by the authentication 
module 101 . 

[0156] Fig. 21 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in this embodiment. 
In this embodiment, the terminal 100 of the application 
authentication system in the second embodiment and 
the third embodiment has a terminal application holding 
section 2101, and the authentication module 101 has 
the TRM section 1 03 provided with an in-authentication- 
module application holding section 2103. 
[0157] The terminal application holding section 2101 
holds a terminal application 2102 that accesses the 
TRM section of the authentication module 1 01 . The 'ter- 
minal application 2102' is an application executed inside 
the terminal 1 00. The application may be the application 
downloaded by the download section 1 02, or may be 
the application held in the ROM of the terminal 100. To 
'hold* means to make the terminal application 2102 ex- 
ecutable. Therefore, the terminal application holding 
section 2101 is realized by a rewritable memory region 
of the terminal 100, where all or a part of the terminal 
application 2102 is loaded, to execute the terminal ap- 
plication 2102. 

[0158] The in-authentication-module application 
holding section 21 03 holds an in-authentication-module 
application 2104. The 'in-authentication-module appli- 
cation 2104' is an application that operates in the au- 
thentication module 101. If the authentication module 
101 is an IC card, in-authentication-module application 
2104 is the card application. To 'hold' means to make 
the in-authentication-module application 2104 executa- 
ble. Therefore, the in-authentication-module application 
holding section 21 03 is realized by a rewritable memory 
region of the authentication module 101 , where all or a 
part of the in-authentication-module application 2104 is 
loaded, to execute the in-authentication-module appli- 
cation 2104. 

[0159] In this embodiment, the in-authentication- 
module application 2104 operates on accepting access 
from the terminal application 2102 on condition that the 
TRM access library section authenticating section 402 



authenticates the TRM access library section 401 . For 
this reason, a value showing whether or not the TRM 
access library section 401 has been authenticated is 
stored in the authentication module 101, and, as shown 
5 in Fig. 22, the authentication module checks if the value 
itself or a similar value exists and determines whether 
or not authentication of the TRM access library section 
401 has succeeded in step 2201 . If authentication has 
succeeded, the processing proceeds to step S2202, 

io and the application 2104 accepts access from the ter- 
minal application 2102. The determination in step 
S2201 is performed either in the in-authentication-mod- 
ule application 2104 or in a section other than the in- 
authentication-module application 21 04. When it is per- 

15 formed in the in-authentication-module application 
21 04, determination is made by checking with the value, 
which shows whether or not the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 has been authenticated, during the time when 
the in-authentication-module application 21 04 is activat- 

20 ed until the time when the terminal application 21 02 ac- 
cesses the application 2104. When the determination of 
step S2201 is performed in a section other than the in- 
authentication-module application 2104, the value 
showing whether or not the TRM access library section 

25 401 has been authenticated is confirmed at the time 
when the in-authentication-module application 2104 is 
activated. 

[01 60] Since a card manager activates the in-authen- 
tication-module application 2104 when the authentica- 
te? tion module 101 is an IC card, the card manager checks 
with the value, which shows whether or not the TRM ac- 
cess library section 401 has been authenticated, and 
determines if it activates the in-authentication-module 
application 2104. Furthermore, in deciding whether or 
35 not an interface section (not shown in Fig. 21) for the 
authentication module 101 approves access from the 
terminal application 2102 to the in-authentication-mod- 
ule application 2104, determination may be made by 
checking with the value, wh ich shows whether or not the 
*o TRM access library section 401 has been authenticated. 
[0161] Further, the in-authentication-module applica- 
tion 21 04, every time it receives access from the termi- 
nal application 2102, checks with the value showing 
whether or not the TRM access library section 401 has 
45 been authenticated and may decide if it operates on ac- 
cepting the access. Fig. 23 is the flowchart explaining 
the operation of the in-authentication-module applica- 
tion 2104 in such a case. In step S2301 , the in-authen- 
tication-module application 2104 receives access from 
50 the terminal application 21 02. In step S2302, the in-au- 
thentication-module application 2104 checks with the 
value showing whether or not the TRM access library 
section 401 has been authenticated and determines if 
authentication of the TRM access library section 401 
55 has succeeded. If the authentication has succeeded, 
the application 21 04 operates on accepting access from 
the terminal application 2102 in step S2303. 
[0162] Fig. 24 shows a mode where the value show- 
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ing whether or not the TRM access library section 401 
has been authenticated is stored in the TRM section 
103. The TRM section 103 has authentication result 
identifier generating means 2401. The authentication 
result identifier generating means 2401 generates an 
authentication result identifier 2402 on condition that au- 
thentication of the TRM access library section 401 by 
the TRM access library section authenticating section 
402 succeeds. The in-authentication-module applica- 
tion 2104 accepts access from the terminal application 
21 02 on condition that the authentication result identifier 
2402 exists. 

[0163] Note that the authentication result identifier 
2402 does not only indicate authentication success of 
the TRM access library section 401 by the TRM access 
library section authenticating section 402, but also may 
have contents indicating authentication failure. In this 
case, the authentication result identifier generating 
means 2401 generates the authentication result identi- 
fier 2402 that has contents according to authentication 
success/failure of the TRM access library section 401 
by the TRM access library section authenticating sec- 
tion 402. Further, the in-authentication-module applica- 
tion 21 04 checks with the contents of the authentication 
result identifier 2402 and determines whether or not au- 
thentication has succeeded. 

[0164] Fig. 25 shows a method of realizing the au- 
thentication result identifier 2402 when the authentica- 
tion module 1 01 is an IC card, in Fig. 25, card application 
A (2501) authenticates the TRM access library section 
401 , and it sets the authentication result identifier 2402 
in the rewritable memory region, which is a RAM region 
2503 for example, when the TRM access library section 
401 has been authenticated, fn Fig. 25, a flag sign sche- 
matically expresses the authentication result identifier 
2402. The card application A (2501) can read/write in 
the RAM region 2503, but another card application B 
(2502) cannot access to the RAM region 2503 directly 
due to a firewall function that activates each application 
independently, so that applications in the IC card do not 
adversely effect each other. Then, the card application 
A (2501 ), using a sharable interface function where the 
interface can be shared on specifying a destination, pro- 
vides a sharable interface 2504. The card application B 
(2502), to which the terminal application 2402 has ac- 
cessed, confirms whether or not the authentication re- 
suit identifier 2402 exists in the RAM region 2503 
through the sharable interface 2504. 
[0165] Further, Fig. 26 shows another method of re- 
alizing the authentication result identifier 2402 when the 
authentication module 101 is an IC card. Rectangles 
added with reference numerals 2601 and 2602 express 
dedicated files (DF). Each DF corresponds to each card 
application. Accordingly, when the DF is selected, the 
card application corresponding to the DF is activated. 
Hereinafter, DF with reference numeral 2601 and DF 
with reference numeral 2602 correspond to application 
A and application B : respectively. Rectangles added 



with reference numerals 2603, 2604, 2605, 2606 and 
2607 express elementary files (EF). When a card appli- 
cation corresponding to DF is activated, EF directly un- 
der DF can be operated. For example, when DF with 

5 reference numeral 2601 is selected and card application 
A is activated, card application A becomes capable of 
accessing EF with reference numerals 2603 and 2604. 
[01 66] Hereinafter, it is presumed that the authentica- 
tion result identifier 2402 is set to EF with reference nu- 

10 meral 2604 when card application A has performed au- 
thentication and has correctly authenticated the TRM 
access library section 401 . When a security status of DF 
added with reference numeral 2601 includes a state of 
EF added with reference numeral 2604, selection of DF, 

is which corresponds to offspring of DF added with refer- 
ence numeral 2601 in a tree structure formed by DF and 
EF, can be controlled. Specifically, in the selection of DF 
with reference numeral 2602, setting is made on condi- 
tion that the identifier in either one of the offspring of DF 

20 added with reference numeral 2601 , which is EF added 
with reference numeral 2604, in this case, exists. In oth- 
er words, since selection of DF corresponding to card 
application B can be controlled due to the authentication 
result of the TRM access library section 401 by card ap- 

25 plication A, card application B can be activated only 
when the TRM access library section 401 has been au- 
thenticated. 

[0167] As a result of this embodiment, security of the 
authentication module 101 is maintained because the 
30 in-authentication-module application 2104 has never 
been accessed from the terminal application 2102 un- 
less the TRM access library section 401 is authenticated 
by the authentication module 101. 
[0168] Note that the in-authentication-module appli- 
es cation holding section 2103 may be outside the TRM 
section 103. In this case, the in-authentication-module 
application 21 04 checks whether or not the TRM access 
library section authenticating section 402 has authenti- 
cated the TRM access library section 401 , and operates 
^o on accepting access from the terminal application 21 02. 

Tenth Embodiment 

[01 69] Fig. 27 shows the function block diagram of the 
45 application authentication system in the tenth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. In the tenth embodiment 
of the present invention, in-authentication-module ap- 
plication 2104 operates on accepting access from the 
application operating in the terminal 100 on condition 
50 that the application has been authenticated. The appli- 
cation authentication system in this embodiment is a 
mode in which the TRM section 1 03 of the application 
authentication system in the ninth embodiment has ap- 
plication authentication result identifier generating 
55 means 2701 . 

[0170] The application authentication result identifier 
generating means 2701 generates an application au- 
thentication result identifier 2702 on condition that ap- 
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plication authentication by the TRM access library sec- 
tion 401 has succeeded. Herein, the 'application* is the 
application downloaded to the download section 102. 
The 'application authentication by the TRM access li- 
brary section 40V means authentication performed 
based on the signature added to the application and the 
digest for signature authentication. 
[0171] In this embodiment, the in-authentication- 
module application 2104 enables the terminal applica- 
tion 2102 to access to the in-authentication-module ap- 
plication 2104 on condition that the application authen- 
tication result identifier 2702 showing success of au- 
thentication exists, and the in-authentication-module 
application 2104 accepts access from the terminal ap- 
plication 2102. 

[0172] For example, in the case where the terminal 
application 2102 has already been operating first and 
the in-authentication-module application 2104 has not 
operated yet, the in-authentication-module application 
2104 is activated only when the application authentica- 
tion result identifier 2702 exists, in activating the in-au- 
thentication-module application 2104. Alternatively, in 
the case where both of the terminal application 2102 and 
the in-authentication-module application 2104 have 
been activated, when access has occurred from the ter- 
minal application 2102 to the in-authentication-module 
application 2104, it accepts the access only when the 
application authentication result identifier 2702 exists. 
[0173] If only one terminal application that accesses 
to the in-authentication-module application 2104 oper- 
ates in the terminal 1 00, one kind of the application au- 
thentication result identifier 2702 is enough. However, if 
a plurality of such terminal applications operate in the 
terminal 1 00, the application authentication result iden- 
tifier generating means 2701 generates the application 
authentication result identifier 2702 for every terminal 
application in order to show which terminal application 
has been authenticated. Alternatively, when it is guar- 
anteed that two or more terminal applications do not ac- 
cess to the in-authentication-module application 2104 
simultaneously, only one kind of the application authen- 
tication result identifier 2701 is generated. Accordingly, 
the application authentication result identifier 2702 is 
generated only at the moment when the authenticated 
terminal application accesses to the in-authentication- 
module application 2104, and the application authenti- 
cation result identifier 2702 may be deleted when ac- 
cess by the authenticated terminal application to the in- 
authentication-module application 2104 ends. 
[0174] Due to this embodiment, only the terminal ap- 
plication 2102 that has been authenticated can access 
to the in-authentication-module application 2104, and 
thus the security of the authentication module 1 01 is as- 
sured. 

Eleventh Embodiment 

[01 75] Fig. 28 shows the function block diagram of the 



application authentication system in the eleventh em- 
bodiment of the present invention. The application au- 
thentication system in this embodiment is comprised of 
the terminal, the authentication module, and the server 
5 that downloads the application to the terminal. 

[0176] In Fig. 28, a terminal 2801 has a download sec- 
tion 2804. The download section 2804 is a section to 
download the application. For example, it downloads the 
application from a server 2803. 

w [0177] The authentication module 2802 has a TRM 
section 2805. The TRM section 2805 holds information 
for processing application authentication in the tamper- 
resistant region. Herein, the 'application' means the ap- 
plication downloaded to the download section 2804 of 

15 the terminal 2801. The 'application authentication' 
means to confirm that the application does not perform 
invalid operation such as whether or not the application 
has been issued by a credible person, has been guar- 
anteed not to perform invalid operation, or has been 

20 tampered with after it was issued by the credible person 
or has been tampered with after it was guaranteed not 
to operate obliquely. As a method of processing the au- 
thentication, the hash function such as the SHA-1 and 
the MD5, where finding two different input data such that 

25 the resultant data obtained after processing the input 
data match is difficult, is generally used in order to find 
the resultant data obtained by processing the data for 
executing the application as input data, and the data en- 
crypted (a so-called 'signature') is used. Therefore, the 

30 'information for processing the application authentica- 
tion' is the actual signature or the decryption key neces- 
sary for decrypting the signature to obtain the hash val- 
ue. The 'tamper-resistant region' is a storage area of the 
authentication module 2802, which is a storage area 

35 whose data is difficult to read out or rewrite in an invalid 
manner. For example, to access to the storage area, the 
user must go through hardware that is not accessible 
unless the user takes the right procedure to access the 
storage area, or that the data stored in the storage area 

40 is encrypted. 

[01 78] The server 2803 has a terminal authentication 
section 2806. The terminal authentication section 2806 
determines that authentication of the terminal 2801 has 
succeeded on condition that authentication for the au- 

45 thenttcation module 2802 via the terminal 2801 suc- 
ceeds. Specifically, the server 2803 performs authenti- 
cation for the authentication module 2802. During au- 
thentication, the server 2803 and the authentication 
module 2802 need to communicate with each other and 

50 the communication is performed by relaying the terminal 
2801 . As a method where the server 2803 performs au- 
thentication for the authentication module 2802, the 
server 2803 generates the random numbers, encrypts 
the random numbers by the public key of the authenti- 

55 cation module 2802, and demands the authentication 
module 2802 via the terminal to decrypt the encrypted 
random numbers. The authentication module 2802 ob- 
tains the random numbers generated by the server 2803 
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through decryption using the private key, which is stored 
in the tamper-resistant region, of the authentication 
module 2802, and returns it to the server 2803 by relay- 
ing the terminal 2801. The server 2803 determines 
whether or not the generated random numbers and the 
random numbers sent from the authentication module 

2802 are identical and performs authentication. Alterna- 
tively, there also exists a method where the server 2803 
directly sends the random n umbers to the authentication 
module 2802, the authentication module 2802 encrypts 
them by the private key to return the result to the server 
2803, and the server 2803 decrypts the result by the 
public key of the authentication module 2802, and per- 
forms authentication for the authentication module 2802 
by determining whether or not the decrypted random 
numbers are identical to the random numbers sent to 
the authentication module 2802. 

[0179] Since the authentication module 2802 is at- 
tached to the terminal 2801 , the terminal 2801 to which 
the authentication module 2802 has been attached is 
authenticated as well when the server 2803 authenti- 
cates the authentication module 2802. Additionally, au- 
thentication is further assured when the authentication 
module 2802 authenticates the terminal 2801 on condi- 
tion that unique information, which the terminal 2801 
has, such as a production number of the terminal 2801 , 
an identifier showing a unit type, an identifier stored in 
the ROM of the terminal 2801 , and a version number, 
exists in tamper-resistant region. 
[0180] This enables the server 2803 to perform au- 
thentication for the terminal 2801 even without the 
tamper-resistant region in the terminal 2801, and the 
server can correctly authenticate the terminal 2801. 
Thus, an accounting processing, a settlement process- 
ing or the like can be performed between the server 

2803 and the terminal 2801 . Furthermore, the server 

2803 can download the application including h ighly con- 
fidential data to the terminal 2801 , and thus the applica- 
tion authentication system in this embodiment can exe- 
cute a complicated business transaction operation. 

Twelfth Embodiment 

[01 81] Fig. 29 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system according to the 
twelfth embodiment of the present invention. In this em- 
bodiment, the application authentication system is com- 
prised of the terminal 2801, authentication module 

2802, and the server 2803 that downloads the applica- 
tion to the terminal 2801 , as shown in the eleventh em- 
bodiment. 

[0182] The terminal 2801 has the download section 

2804 and a TRM access library section 2901 . The down- 
load section 2804 downloads the application. In this 
case, the application is downloaded from the server 

2803. Alternatively, it may be downloaded from a section 
other than the server 2803. The TRM access library sec- 
tion 2901 performs processing for application authenti- 



cation on condition that the authentication module 2802 
authenticates the section 2901 itself. Specifically, the 
TRM access library section 2901 makes the authentica- 
tion module 2802 authenticate the section 2901 itself, 

5 and when it is authenticated correctly, it performs 
processing for authenticating the application download- 
ed to the download section 2804. As a method that the 
TRM access library section 2901 makes the authentica- 
tion module 2802 authenticate the section 2901 itself, 

10 there exists a method where information unique to the 
terminal 2801 such as a production number, an identifier 
showing a terminal type, or a serial number or a version 
number of software, which realize the TRM access li- 
brary section 2901 , for example, is output to the authen- 

'5 tication module 2802 to check whether or not the unique 
information of the terminal 2801 , the serial number, the 
version number or the like, which has been output to the 
tamper-resistant region, exists. 

[01 83] The authentication module 2802 has the TRM 

20 section 2805 and a TRM access library section authen- 
ticating section 2902. The TRM section 2805 holds the 
TRM access library section authentication information, 
which is information for authenticating the TRM access 
library section 2901 , in the tamper- resistant region. As 

25 the TRM access library section authentication informa- 
tion 1 , the information unique to the terminal 2801 such 
as the production number, the identifier showing the ter- 
minal type, or the serial number or the version number 
of software, which realize the TRM access library sec- 

30 tion 2901 , for example, is cited as described above. The 
TRM access library section authenticating section 2902 
authenticates the TRM access library section 2901 of 
the terminal 2801 based on the TRM access library sec- 
tion authenticating section information. As a method of 

35 the authentication, there exists a method where the 
TRM access library section authenticating section 2902 
receives identification information such as the informa- 
tion unique to the terminal 2801 that has been output 
from the TRM access library section 2901 , or the serial 

40 number and the version number in the TRM access li- 
brary section 2901 , and checks whether or not the iden- 
tification information exists in the TRM section 2805, as 
described above. The result of authentication is output 
from the TRM access library section authenticating sec- 

45 tion 2902 to the TRM access library section 2901 . Fur- 
ther, the result of authentication is held in the authenti- 
cation module 2802, and referred to in the case of ex- 
changing information with the terminal 2801 later. Then, 
the authentication module 2802 exchanges correct in- 

50 formation when the TRM access library section 2901 
has been correctly authenticated, or exchanges incor- 
rect information if the section 2901 has not been cor- 
rectly authenticated. 

[0184] The server 2803 has a server TRM access li- 
55 brary section authenticating section 2903. The server 
TRM access library section authenticating section 2903 
determines that authentication for the TRM access li- 
brary section 2901 has succeeded on condition that au- 
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thentication of the TRM section 2805 in the authentica- 
tion module 2802 via the TRM access library section 
2901 of the terminal 2801 succeeds. The following is a 
method that the server TRM access library section au- 
thenticating section 2903 performs authentication for 
the TRM section 2805 in the authentication module 

2802 via the TRM access library section 2901 of the ter- 
minal 2801 . Specifically, the server 2803 generates ran- 
dom numbers, encrypts the random numbers by the 
public key of the authentication module 3802, and de- 
mands the authentication module 2802 via the terminal 

2801 to decrypt the encrypted random numbers. The 
authentication module 2802 decrypts the random num- 
bers using its private key stored in the tamper-resistant 
region, and returns them to the server 2803 via the ter- 
minal 2801 . The server 2803 determines whether or not 
the random numbers generated and the random num- 
bers sent from the authentication module 2802 are iden- 
tical to perform authentication. Alternatively, there also 
exists a method that the server 2803 sends the random 
numbers directly to the authentication module 2802, the 
authentication module 2802 encrypts them by its private 
key to return the result to the server 2803, the server 

2803 decrypts it by the public key of the authentication 
module 2802, and authenticates the authentication 
module 2802 by determining whether or not the decrypt- 
ed numbers are identical to the random numbers sent 
to the authentication module 2802. 

[0185] Fig. 30 is the sequence diagram explaining the 
interaction among the server TRM access library sec- 
tion authenticating section 2903, the TRM access library 
section 2901, and the authentication module 2802. In 
step S3001, the TRM access library section 2901 out- 
puts a demand to authenticate itself to the authentica- 
tion module 2802, and an authentication result in the au- 
thentication module 2802 is output in step S3002. In 
step S3003, the server TRM access library section au- 
thenticating section 2903 outputs an authentication de- 
mand to the TRM access library section 2901 , and in 
response to this, the TRM access library section 2901 
outputs the authentication demand to the authentication 
module 2802 in step S3004, and the authentication 
module 2802 returns the result such that the module it- 
self is authenticated by the server TRM access library 
section authenticating section 2903, in step S3005. At 
this point, it returns either a correct result or an incorrect 
result depending on whether or not the TRM access li- 
brary section 2901 has been authenticated correctly. In 
step S3006, the TRM access library section 2901 re- 
turns the result output from the authentication module 

2802 to the server TRM access library section authen- 
ticating section 2903. The server TRM access library 
section authenticating section 2903 checks with the re- 
sult, and determines that the TRM access library section 
2901 has been authenticated as well when it can au- 
thenticate the authentication module 2802. 

[0186] As described above, the result of authentica- 
tion for the TRM access library section 2901 by the serv- 



er TRM access library section authenticating section 
2903 is held inside the authentication module 2802, and 
the authentication module 2802 either performs or does 
not perform exchange of the correct information accord- 
5 ing to the authentication result. Therefore, when the 
server 2803 performs authentication for the TRM sec- 
tion in the authentication module 2802 via the TRM ac- 
cess library section 2901 , and if it can correctly authen- 
ticate it, it may be determined that authentication for the 
io TRM access library section 2901 has succeeded. 

[0187] With this procedure, the server 2803 can per- 
form authentication for the terminal 2801 even if the ter- 
minal 2801 does not have the tamper-resistant region, 
the server 2803 can correctly authenticate the terminal 
15 2801 , and thus an accounting processing, a settlement 
processing or the like can be performed between the 
server 2803 and the terminal 2801. Furthermore, the 
server 2803 can download the application including 
highly confidential data to the terminal 2801 , and thus 
the application authentication system in this embodi- 
ment can execute a complicated business transaction 
operation. 

[0188] Further, when the TRM access library section 
authenticating section 2902 authenticates the TRM ac- 
cess library section 2901, the authentication module 
2802 determines that the TRM access library section 
2901 is trustworthy. Thus, when the TRM access library 
section 2901 performs all or a part of authentication 
processing of the application downloaded to the down- 
load section 2804, the result of all or a part of authenti- 
cation processing of the application performed by the 
TRM access library section 2901 is trustworthy for the 
authentication module 2802. Therefore, the authentica- 
tion module 2802 can perform authentication for the ap- 
plication downloaded to the download section 2804 by 
using the result of all or a part of authentication process- 
ing of the application by the TRM access library section 
2901 . As a result, access to data inside the authentica- 
tion module 2802 can be permitted to the application 
that has been correctly authenticated, and a complicat- 
ed business transaction can be performed. 
[0189] Note that the processing for application au- 
thentication by the TRM access library section 2901 
may be performed on condition that the application has 
accessed the tamper-resistant region of the TRM sec- 
tion 2805 in the authentication module 2802. This elim- 
inates a need to perform authentication for an applica- 
tion that does not access to the tamper- resistant region. 
[0190] Further, the TRM access library section 2901 
may perform the processing for application authentica- 
tion on condition that the application has been down- 
loaded to the download section 2804. With this process- 
ing, authentication for all downloaded applications is 
performed and there will be no possibility that the termi- 
nal 2801 executes an invalid application. 
[0191] Still further, the TRM access library section 
2901 may perform the processing for application au- 
thentication while using the start of application execu- 
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tion as a trigger. This makes it possible to omit authen- 
tication for an application that has been downloaded but 
not been executed. 

Thirteenth Embodiment 

[01 92] Fig. 3 1 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the thirteenth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. The application au- 
thentication system according to this embodiment com- 
prises the terminal 2801, the authentication module 
2802, and the server 2803 that downloads the applica- 
tion to the terminal 2801 . 

[0193] The terminal 2801 has the download section 
2804 and the TRM access library section 2901 , and the 
TRM access library section 2901 includes a digest for 
signature generating means 31 01 , downloaded applica- 
tion signature obtaining means 3102, and application 
authentication data output means 3103. 
[0194] The download section 2804 downloads an ap- 
plication 31 04. The application 31 04 may be download- 
ed from the server 2803. It also may be downloaded 
from a section other than the server 2803, that is, the 
authentication module 2802, for example. In this em- 
bodiment, the application 3104 is downloaded along 
with a signature 3105 of the application 3104. 'Down- 
loaded along with the signature 3105' does not only 
mean that they are downloaded simultaneously but also 
mean that the application 31 04 may be downloaded be- 
fore or after downloading the signature 3105. In other 
words, it means that the application 3104 and the sig- 
nature 3105 are downloaded by the time when authen- 
tication for the application 3104 (described later) is per- 
formed. 

[0195] The digest for signature generating means 
3101 generates digest for signature from the application 
3104. Specifically, it generates the digest for signature 
from the application 3104 downloaded to the download 
section 2804. The 'digest for signature' is a value ob- 
tained using the same hash function as the one used in 
generating the signature 3105. 

[0196] The downloaded application signature obtain- 
ing means 3102 obtains the signature 3105 that has 
been downloaded along with download of the applica- 
tion 3104. As described above, 'downloaded along with 
download of the application 3104* does not only mean 
that they have been downloaded simultaneously, but it 
also means that the application 3104 and the signature 
3105 are downloaded by the time when authentication 
for the application 3104 (described later) is performed. 
[0197] The application authentication data output 
means 3103 transmits the obtained signature and the 
digest for signature generated by the digest for signa- 
ture generating means 31 01 to the server 2803. The 'ob- 
tained signature' is the signature 3105 obtained by the 
downloaded application signature obtaining means 
3102. 

[0198] The digest for signature generating means 



3101, the downloaded application signature obtaining 
means 3102, and the application authentication data 
output means 3103 perform a processing for authenti- 
cating the application 3 1 04 downloaded to the download 
5 section 2804. This processing may be performed on 
condition that the authentication module 2802 has au- 
thenticated the TRM access library section 2901 . 
[0199] The authentication module 2802 has the TRM 
section 2805 and the TRM access library section au- 

10 thenticating section 2902. The TRM section 2805 and 
the TRM access library section authenticating section 
2902 are sections identical to the TRM section and the 
TRM access library section authenticating section in the 
twelfth embodiment. 

15 [0200] The server 2803 has the server TRM access 
library section authenticating section 2903, an applica- 
tion authentication data input section 31 06, and a server 
application authenticating section 3107. 
[0201] The server TRM access library section authen- 

20 ticating section 2903 is identical to the one in the twelfth 
embodiment, and it determines that authentication of 
the TRM access library section 2901 has succeeded on 
condition that authentication of the TRM section 2805 
in the authentication module 2802 via the TRM access 

2 5 library section 2901 of the terminal 2801 succeeds. 
[0202] The application authentication data input sec- 
tion 3106 enters the digest for signature and the signa- 
ture, which have been output from the application au- 
thentication data output means 31 03 of the TRM access 

30 library section 2901 whose authentication has been de- 
termined as successful by the server TRM access li- 
brary section authenticating section 2903. 
[0203] The server application authenticating section 
3107 performs authentication for the application 3104 

35 based on the digest for signature and the signature, 
which have been input to the application authentication 
data input section 3106. Authentication is performed in 
such a manner that the signature is decrypted to find the 
digest and whether or not the digest is identical to the 

40 digest for signature is determined. If the signature has 
been encrypted by the private key of the server 2803 in 
the public key cryptography, the private key of the server 
2803 encrypts the digest for signature input to the ap- 
plication authentication data input section 31 06, and au- 

45 thentication may be determined based on whether or not 
the signature obtained is identical to the signature input 
to the application authentication data input section 
3106. 

[0204] Fig. 32 shows the interaction along the pas- 
50 sage of time among the server 2803, the terminal 280 1 , 
and the authentication module 2802, which constitute 
the application authentication system in this embodi- 
ment. Steps from S3201 to S3206 are the same as steps 
from S3001 to S3006 in Fig. 30 of the twelfth embodi- 
es ment. When the application 3104 is downloaded to the 
download section 2804 after step S3206 : the digest for 
signature generating means 31 01 generates the digest 
for signature of the application 3104, the downloaded 
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application signature obtaining means 31 02 obtains the 
signature 3105, and the application authentication data 
output means 31 03 outputs the digest for signature and 
the signature 31 05 to the application authentication data 
input section 3106 (step S3207). Then, the server ap- 
plication authenticating section 3107 performs authen- 
tication for the application 31 04 by the digest for signa- 
ture and the signature, which have been input to the ap- 
plication authentication data input section 3106. 
[0205] According to this embodiment, the server TRM 
access library section authenticating section 2903 in the 
server 2803 determines that authentication for the TRM 
access library section 2901 in the terminal 2801 has 
succeeded on condition that authentication for the TRM 
section 2805 in the authentication module 2802 via the 
TRM access library section 2901 of the terminal 2801 
succeeds. Accordingly, the server 2803 can determine 
that the digest for signature and the signature 3105 of 
the application 3104, which are transmitted from the ap- 
plication authentication data output means 31 03 of the 
TRM access library section 2901 to the application au- 
thentication data input section 3106, are actually de- 
rived from the application 3104, and thus the server 
2803 can authenticate the application 3104. 

Fourteenth Embodiment 

[0206] Fig. 33 shows the function block diagram of the 
application authentication system in the fourteenth em- 
bodiment of the present invention. Although the server 

2803 executes a part of the authentication processing 
of the application downloaded to the download section 

2804 in the thirteenth embodiment, application authen- 
tication is performed in a section other than the server 

2803 and the server 2803 only obtains the result of au- 
thentication in this embodiment. 

[0207] The terminal 2801 has the download section 

2804 and the TRM access library section 2901. The 
download section 2804 downloads the application. The 
TRM access library section 2901 includes authentica- 
tion success information generating means 3301 and 
authentication success information output means 3303. 
[0208] The authentication success information gener- 
ating means 3301 generates authentication success in- 
formation 3302 that shows success of application au- 
thentication. In this embodiment, application authenti- 
cation may be performed only in the TRM access library 
section 2901 . Further, the TRM access library section 
2901 and the authentication module 2802 may perform 
authentication in cooperation, and the authentication 
success information generating means 3301 obtains a 
result of the authentication to generate the authentica- 
tion success information 3302 showing whether or not 
authentication has succeeded. At this point, the private 
key of the authentication module 2802 or the public key 
of the server 2803 may encrypt the authentication suc- 
cess information 3302. 

[0209] The authentication success information output 



means 3303 outputs the authentication success infor- 
mation 3302 that has been generated in the authentica- 
tion success information generating means 3301 . If the 
authentication success information 3302 has not been 
5 encrypted, it may be output after the private key of the 
authentication module 2802 or the public key of the serv- 
er 2803 encrypts the authentication success information 
3302. 

[021 0] The authentication module 2802 has the TRM 
10 section 2805 and the TRM access library authenticating 
section 2902, which have the same operation as those 
of the thirteenth embodiment. 

[0211] The server 2803 has the server TRM access 
library section authenticating section 2903, an authen- 

'5 tication success information input section 3304, and a 
server application authenticating section 3305. 
[0212] The server TRM access library section authen- 
ticating section 2903 has the same operation as that of 
the thirteenth embodiment. 

20 [0213] The authentication success information input 
section 3304 enters the authentication success informa- 
tion that has been output from the authentication suc- 
cess information output means 3303 in the TRM access 
library section 2901 whose authentication has been de- 

25 termined as a success by the server TRM access library 
section authenticating section 2903. When it is deter- 
mined that the TRM access library section 2901 has 
been successfully authenticated by the server TRM ac- 
cess library section authenticating section 2903, infor- 

30 mation output from the TRM access library section 2901 
and the authentication module 2802 is trustworthy for 
the server 2803. Therefore, it can be determined that 
the contents of the authentication success information 
output means 3303 are trustworthy. 

35 [0214] The server application authenticating section 
3305 performs authentication for the application based 
on the authentication success information that has been 
input to the authentication success information input 
section 3304. For example, when the authentication 

^o success information output from the authentication suc- 
cess information output means 3303 has been encrypt- 
ed by the private key of the authentication module 2802 
or the public key of the server 2803, it is decrypted to 
check with the contents of the authentication success 

45 information and authentication is performed for the ap- 
plication downloaded to the download section 2804. 

Fifteenth Embodiment 

so [021 5] In the present invention, it is required to down- 
load the application and the signature in orderto authen- 
ticate the application (application program). Hereinafter 
description will be made for an application that stores a 
signature of the application therein. 
55 [0216] The application program can be generally di- 
vided into an application main body and an application 
definition file. The 'application main body' is a code or 
data for executing the application program, and the 'ap- 
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plication definition file' is a file that describes an attribute 
of the application main body. As the 'attribute of the ap- 
plication main body', there exists a size of the applica- 
tion main body, an entry point to execute the application 
program, parameter (main-class starting parameter in 
the case of Java) that should be passed to the applica- 
tion program at the time of executing the application pro- 
gram, for example. When it is assumed that an area in 
which the attribute of the application main body de- 
scribed is referred to as an "attribute information storage 
area', there are cases where an optional region that a 
creator of the application can freely use, exists in the 
attribute information storage area. Thus, signature data 
of the application main body may be stored in the op- 
tional region. Note that the application main body may 
not be the code and data itself, but may be a compres- 
sion of the code and data. Similarly, the application def- 
inition file may also be a compression of an attribute de- 
scription of the application main body. 
[0217] Fig. 34 exemplifies an application structure of 
the Java application, that is, an i-application (Java ap- 
plication for NTT DoCoMo cell phones) in particular. In 
the i-application, the application main body is stored in 
JAR file 3401 and the application definition file is pro- 
vided as an ADF file 3402. The attribute of the applica- 
tion main body stored in the ADF file 3402 is shown by 
a required key called AppName as an application name, 
and the size of the application main body is shown by 
the required key called AppSize. Furthermore, there ex- 
ists an optional key shown by AppParam as the optional 
region that the creator of the application can freely use. 
A maximum of 255 bytes can be used in the region 
shown by the AppParam. On the other hand, 20 bytes 
are needed for the signature of the application main 
body if Elliptic Curve Cryptography of 160 bits is used, 
128 bytes are needed if RSA cryptography of 1024 bits 
is used, and they are stored in the region shown by App- 
Param. Thus, the signature of the application main body 
can be stored in the region shown by AppParam. 
[0218] Fig. 35 is the flowchart explaining a processing 
in performing authentication for the application that 
stores signature data of the application main body in the 
optional region in this manner. In step S3501 , the sig- 
nature data is obtained from the optional region. In step 
S3502, authentication is performed for the signature us- 
ing the signature data obtained in step 3501. These 
steps are executable by a program. 
[0219] Further, Fig. 34 can be regarded as the one 
showing a data structure of the application program. 
Specifically, it can be regarded as the one comprised of 
the JAR file section 3401 that stores the JAR file that is 
a compression file of the code and data, and the ADF 
file section 3402 that stores the ADF file that is the def- 
inition file of the application. In such a data structure, 
the ADF file of the ADF file section 3402 has a region 
shown by AppParam, which stores the main-class start- 
ing parameter or the like, and the signature of the JAR 
file stored in the JAR file section 3401 is stored in the 



region shown by AppParam. 

[0220] The signature of the JAR file stored in the re- 
gion shown by AppParam may be a signature by a per- 
son who guarantees an operation of application. Herein, 
5 the 'person who guarantees an operation of application* 
is a person who has created an application operated by 
the code and data stored in the JAR file, a person who 
distributes the application, a third person who verifies 
an operation of the application and guarantees that it 
10 does not perform an invalid operation, or the like. 

[0221] Since the data structure of the application pro- 
gram shown in Fig. 34 can be expressed by bit stream, 
a recording medium such as a (SD) memory card, a flex- 
ible disc, a compact disc, or the like, on which the bit 
'5 stream has been recorded, can be created. 

[0222] When the application is downloaded with such 
an application program, not only the application main 
body but also the signature of the application main body 
is also downloaded, so that an additional task to down- 
load the signature can be omitted. 

Sixteenth Embodiment 

[0223] Fig. 37 exemplifies the function block diagram 
of the terminal according to the sixteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. This embodiment is character- 
ized in that the authentication module is provided inside 
the terminal in the application authentication system of 
the first embodiment to make them unified. 
[0224] In this embodiment, a terminal 3700 has a 
download section 3701 and a TRM section 3702. 
[0225] The download section 3701 downloads the ap- 
plication. Specifically, it has the same function as the 
download section 1 02 in the first embodiment. 
[0226] The TRM section 3702 holds the information 
for application authentication in the tamper-resistant re- 
gion. In otherwords, it has the same function as theTRM 
section 103 in the authentication module 101 in the first 
embodiment. 

[0227] Therefore, in the terminal of this embodiment, 
procedure of downloading the application or procedure 
of authenticating the downloaded application may be 
the same as the first embodiment. 
[0228] By using such a terminal, in the case where the 
authentication processing of the application download- 
ed to the download section 3701 of the terminal 3700 
has been performed and the authentication processing 
has succeeded, for example, the application can be se- 
curely permitted to access to the information stored in 
the terminal, such as information held by the TRM sec- 
tion 3702. 

[0229] Although the word 'terminal' has been used, it 
does not mean that the word is limited to the portable 
terminal or the like represented by a cell phone. For ex- 
ample, it may be a home electronic appliance : and also 
may be a so-called information home electronic appli- 
ance or a network home electronic appliance. Products 
such as an air conditioner, a humidifier, a dehumidifier, 
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an air cleaner, a microwave oven, an oven, a refrigera- 
tor, a dish washing machine, a water heater, an iron, a 
trouser press, an electric vacuum cleaner, a washing 
machine, a drier, an electric blanket, electric sheets, a 
light fixture, a television, a radio, an audio apparatus 5 
such as a tape recorder, a camera, an IC recorder, a 
telephone, a facsimile machine, a copier, a printer, a 
scanner, a persona! computer, and the like are cited. 
(The same will apply to the 'terminal' in the seventeenth 
embodiment described below.) io 

Seventeenth Embodiment 

[0230} Fig. 38 exemplifies the function block diagram 
of the terminal according to the seventeenth embodi- 15 
ment of the present invention. This embodiment is char- 
acterized in that the authentication module is provided 
inside the terminal in the application authentication sys- 
tem of the second embodiment or the like to make the 
terminal and the authentication module unified. 20 
[0231 ] In this embodiment, a terminal 3800 is a termi- 
nal provided with an authentication module 3801 , and it 
has a download section 3802 and a TRM access library 
section 3803. The authentication module 3801 has a 
TRM section 3804 and a TRM access library section au- 25 
thenticating section 3805. 

[0232] The authentication module 3801 holds infor- 
mation in the tamper-resistant region and performs the 
processing for authentication using the information. De- 
tails will be described later. 30 
[0233] The download section 3802 downloads the ap- 
plication. Specifically, it has the same function as the 
download section 1 02 in the second embodiment or the 
like. 

[0234] The TRM access library section 3803 performs 35 
the processing for application authentication on condi- 
tion that the authentication module 3801 authenticates 
the section 3803 itself. In other words, it has the same 
function as the TRM access library section 401 in the 
second embodiment or the like. Note that "the authenti- *o 
cation module 3801 authenticates the section 3801 it- 
self means that authentication is performed by the TRM 
access library section authenticating section 3805, as 
described later. 

[0235] The TRM section 3804 holds the TRM access 45 
library section authentication information in the tamper- 
resistant region. The TRM access library section au- 
thentication information' is information for authenticat- 
ing the TRM access library section, which is the same 
as the definition of the second embodiment. Thus, the so 
TRM section 3804 has the same function as the TRM 
section 103 of the second embodiment or the like. Note 
that the tamper-resistant region may be inside the TRM 
section 3804 : or may be inside the authentication mod- 
ule 3801 and outside the TRM section 3804. 55 
[0236] The TRM access library section 3805 performs 
authentication for the TRM access library section 3803 
based on the TRM access library section authentication 



information. Therefore, the TRM access library section 
3805 has the same function as the TRM access library 
section 401 of the second embodiment or the like. 
[0237] Fig. 39 exemplifies the flowchart explaining the 
processing flow of the terminal 3800 in this embodiment. 
It is presumed that the application has been downloaded 
to the download section 3802 in the processing exem- 
plified in this flowchart. 

[0238] In step S3901 , the TRM access library section 
authenticating section 3805 performs authentication 
processing of the TRM access library section 3803. 
[0239] In step S3902, whether or not the TRM access 
library section 3803 has been authenticated is deter- 
mined, and the processing proceeds to step S3903 if 
authenticated. In Fig. 39, the processing ends if it has 
not been authenticated. Instead, the application down- 
loaded to the download section 3802 may be discarded. 
[0240] In step S3903, the TRM access library section 
3803 performs authentication processing of the applica- 
tion downloaded to the download section 3802. 
[0241] In step S3904, if the downloaded application 
has been authenticated, the processing proceeds to 
step S3905. If it has not been authenticated, the 
processing ends. Instead of ending the processing, the 
application downloaded to the download section 3802 
may be discarded. 

[0242] In step S3905, access of the downloaded ap- 
plication to the authentication module is permitted. It is 
the authentication module 3801 that permits the access. 
Alternatively, if the function of the TRM access library 
section 3803 is always used when the application ac- 
cesses the authentication module 3803, access by the 
TRM access library section 3803 to the authentication 
module may be permitted. 

[0243] Note that the TRM access library section 3803 
may comprise the application manager, the device driv- 
er, or the like as described in the second embodiment. 
[0244] According to this embodiment, when the termi- 
nal has the authentication module inside thereof, the ter- 
minal can hold information that must be highly protected 
inside thereof, and authentication for the application 
downloaded to the terminal can be performed. Eight- 
eenth Embodiment 

[0245] The eighteenth embodiment of the present in- 
vention relates to the application authentication system 
that comprises a primary equipment and an authentica- 
tion module. In this embodiment, authentication for the 
application stored in the primary equipment is per- 
formed by using information held in the authentication 
module. 

[0246] Fig. 40 exemplifies the function block diagram 
of the application authentication system of this embod- 
iment. The application authentication system comprises 
a primary equipment 4001 and an authentication mod- 
ule 4002. The primary equipment is not limited to the 
terminal, but may be a personal computer, a worksta- 
tion, a large-scale computer, or a server. Further, the 
primary equipment 4001 and the authentication module 
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4002 do not need to be directly connected electrically, 
nor do they need to be contacted physically. For exam- 
ple, they may be connected via radio waves. Alterna- 
tively, they may be connected via a network represented 
by the Internet. Particularly, the network may be con- 
structed using a medium such as an optical cable that 
does not use electrical transmission. 

[0247] The primary equipment 4001 comprises an ap- 
plication storage section 4003. The application storage 
section 4003 stores the application. The application is 
not limited to a program that operates in the primary 
equipment 4001 . It may be the application that operates 
in equipment other than the primary equipment 4001 . 
Further, to 'store' is to hold the application. The length 
of holding time is unlimited. An object of holding the ap- 
plication is unlimited as well. For example, the object of 
storage may be that the application is made to operate 
in the primary equipment 4001 . Further, the object may 
be that the application is downloaded to the primary 
equipment 4001 and made to operate. Alternatively, the 
object may be a temporary holding for the primary equip- 
ment 4001 to relay the application when it is sent via a 
communication network. Alternatively, the object may 
be that the application is held to download it to equip- 
ment other than the primary equipment 4001 . 
[0248] The authentication module 4002 comprises a 
TRM section 4004. The TRM section 4004 holds infor- 
mation for an authentication processing of the applica- 
tion in the tamper-resistant region. As the information 
for processing application authentication, the private 
key for encryption, a certificate to confirm authenticity 
of the signature of the application, or the like, is cited for 
example. The application referred to here is an applica- 
tion stored in the application storage section 4003 of the 
primary equipment 4001 . Accordingly, the TRM section 
of the authentication module in this embodiment may be 
the one having the same function as the TRM section 
of the first embodiment. In this case, a method of 
processing application authentication, or the like is the 
same as that of the embodiment. 
[0249] Since authentication can be performed for the 
application stored in the application storage section 

4003 with the application authentication system of this 
embodiment, the application is prevented from operat- 
ing obliquely, for example. 

[0250] Note that the primary equipment 4001 may be 
a home electronic appliance. It also may be a so-called 
information home electronic appliance or a network 
home electronic appliance. Products such as an air con- 
ditioner, a humidifier, a dehumidifier, an air cleaner, a 
microwave oven, an oven, a refrigerator, a dish washing 
machine, a water heater, an iron, a trouser press, an 
electric vacuum cleaner, a washing machine, a drier, an 
electric blanket, electric sheets, a light fixture, a televi- 
sion, a radio, an audio apparatus such as a tape record- 
er, a camera, an IC recorder, a telephone, a facsimile 
machine, a copier a printer a scanner, a personal com- 
puter, and the like are cited. 



Nineteenth Embodiment 

[0251] The nineteenth embodiment of the present in- 
vention also relates to the application authentication 

5 system that comprises a primary equipment and an au- 
thentication module similar to the eighteenth embodi- 
ment. In this embodiment, when authentication is per- 
formed for the application stored in the primary equip- 
ment, the authentication module authenticates a section 

10 in the first equipment, which performs authentication. 
[0252] Fig. 41 exemplifies the function block diagram 
of the application authentication system in this embod- 
iment. The application authentication system comprises 
a primary equipment 4101 and an authentication mod- 

15 ule 41 02. Note that the primary equipment 41 01 and the 
authentication module 4102 do not need to be directly 
connected electrically, nor do they need to be connected 
physically, as in the eighteenth embodiment. 
[0253] The primary equipment 4101 comprises an ap- 

20 plication storage section 41 03 and a TRM access library 
section 41 04. 

[0254] The application storage section 4103 stores 
the application. For example, it has the same function 
as the application storage section 4003 in the eighteenth 

25 embodiment. 

[0255] The TRM access library section 4104 performs 
the processing for application authentication on condi- 
tion that the authentication module 4102 authenticates 
the section 4104 itself. Herein, the 'itself* means the 

30 TRM access library section 4104. Alternatively, the 'it- 
self may be a section that includes the TRM access li- 
brary section 41 04. For example, the primary equipment 
41 01 may be the 'itself. 

[0256] Further, the 'application' means the application 
35 stored in the application storage section 4003. 

[0257] Therefore, the processing in which the authen- 
tication module authenticates the TRM access library 
section 41 04 itself is performed, and the processing for 
authenticating the application stored in the application 
^0 storage section 41 03 is performed when it has been cor- 
rectly authenticated as a result of the processing. 
[0258] Note that the TRM access library section 41 04 
may comprise the application manger and the device 
driver and performs theirprocessing, as described in the 
45 second embodiment. 

[0259] The authentication module 4102 comprises 
the TRM section 41 05 and a TRM access library section 
authenticating section 4106. 

[0260] The TRM section 4105 holds the TRM access 
50 library section authentication information in the tamper- 
resistant region. The TRM access library section au- 
thentication information' is information for authenticat- 
ing the TRM access library section. For example, infor- 
mation for specifying the primary equipment is cited. 
55 Such information as: a manufacturer name and a pro- 
duction number and a telephone number if the tele- 
phone number is allocated for the primary equipment. 
Further, the information may be the one showing a state 
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where the primary equipment is placed, such as infor- 
mation of anotherequipmentto which the primary equip- 
ment is connected, information that specifies a part 
equipped to the primary equipment, or a version number 
of a program installed in the primary equipment. Fur- 
thermore, when the primary equipment is capable of 
holding secret information of any kind such as an en- 
cryption key, information for detecting that the encryp- 
tion key is authentic may be the TRM access library sec- 
tion authentication information. 

[0261] In addition, refer to the description of the sec- 
ond embodiment for the tamper- resistant region. 
[0262] The TRM access library section authenticating 
section 4106 performs authentication for the TRM ac- 
cess library section 41 04 of the primary equipment 41 01 
based on the TRM access library section authentication 
information. Specifically, it obtains the information sent 
from the TRM access library section 4104, determines 
whether or not the information obtained from the TRM 
access library section 4104 conforms to the TRM ac- 
cess library section authentication information, and per- 
forms authentication processing. 
[0263] Note that an object for which the TRM access 
library section authenticating section 41 06 performs au- 
thentication is not limited to the TRM access library sec- 
tion 4104, but may be a section including the TRM ac- 
cess library section 41 04. For example, the section 41 06 
may perform authentication for the entire primary equip- 
ment 41 01 . in this case, the TRM access library section 
authentication information may use the production 
number of the first equipment 4101 or the state where 
the primary equipment 4101 is placed. 
[0264] Fig. 42 exemplifies the flowchart that explains 
the operation of the application authentication system 
in this embodiment. 

[0265] In step S4201 , the TRM access library section 
authenticating section 4106 performs authentication 
processing of the TRM access library section 4104. At 
this point, the TRM access library section authentication 
information held in the tamper-resistant region is used. 
[0266] In step S4202, it is determined that whether or 
not the TRM access library section 4104 has been au- 
thenticated by the processing of step S4201 . if it has 
been determined that the section 41 04 was authenticat- 
ed, the TRM access library section 41 04 performs au- 
thentication processing of the application stored in the 
application storage section 4103, in step S4203. 
[0267] In this embodiment, the TRM access library 
section 41 04, which has been authenticated by the TRM 
access library section authenticating section 41 06 of the 
authentication module 4102, performs application au- 
thentication. Thus, the result of application authentica- 
tion is trustworthy for the authentication module 4102. 
As a result, in the case where access to the authentica- 
tion module has occurred by execution of the application 
stored in the application storage section 4103, the au- 
thentication module can permit the access. Further, 
even if the application storage section 4103 has been 



provided to download the application to another equip- 
ment, for example, access from the application down- 
loaded from the application storage section 41 03 to the 
authentication module can be permitted. Furthermore, 
5 information showing that the application has been au- 
thenticated by the authentication module 4102 can be 
added to the application. This can realize a processing 
more complicate than the conventional processing. 

10 Twentieth Embodiment 

[0268] The application authentication system shown 
in the nineteenth embodiment or the like has been con- 
stituted of 2 kinds of principal equipment of the primary 
15 equipment and the authentication module. However, the 
number of the principal equipment is not limited to 2 as 
shown in this embodiment. 

[0269] Fig. 43 exemplifies the function block diagram 
of the application authentication system when the 

20 number of principal equipment is 3. The application au- 
thentication system comprises a first equipment 4301 , 
a second equipment 4302, and a third equipment 4303. 
Specifically, the application authentication system has 
3 principal sections. Note that the 3 principal sections 

25 are connected in series, but they do not need to be di- 
rectly connected electrically nor do they need to be con- 
tacted physically, as described in the eighteenth embod- 
iment and the nineteenth embodiment. Further, a per- 
son who owns or occupies the first equipment 4301 , the 

30 second equipment 4302, and the third equipment 4303 
may be one, or the 3 kinds of equipment may be owned 
or occupied by different persons. 
[0270] Correspondence with the application authenti- 
cation system of the nineteenth embodiment or the like 

35 is as follows. In other words, the first equipment 4301 is 
equivalent to the authentication module, and the third 
equipment 4303 is equivalent to the terminal or the pri- 
mary equipment 4101 in the nineteenth embodiment. 
[0271] The first equipment 4301 comprises a TRM 

40 section 4304 and a first authentication processing sec- 
tion 4305. 

[0272] The TRM section 4304 holds the authentica- 
tion information for authenticating the second equip- 
ment 4302 in the tamper-resistant region. Therefore, it 

45 has the same function as the TRM section in the nine- 
teenth embodiment. But, what is different is that the in- 
formation held in the tamper-resistant region is the au- 
thentication information for authenticating the second 
equipment. Note that the tamper-resistant region does 

50 not only hold the information to authenticate the second 
equipment but may also hold the information to authen- 
ticate the third equipment. As the authentication infor- 
mation, the information showing the production number 
of the equipment or the state where the equipment is 

55 placed, or the information for detecting the authenticity 
of an encryption key or a certificate if the equipment can 
hold the encryption key or the certificate is cited, similar 
to the TRM access library section authentication infor- 
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mation in the nineteenth embodiment. 

[0273] The first authentication processing section 

4305 performs authentication for the second equipment 
4302 based on the authentication information. The 'au- 
thentication information* is the authentication informa- 
tion held in the tamper- resistant region. 

[0274] The second equipment 4302 comprises a sec- 
ond authentication processing section 4306. The sec- 
ond authentication processing section 4306 performs 
authentication for the third equipment 4303 on condition 
that the first authentication processing section 4305 au- 
thenticates the equipment 3402 itself. Herein, the 'itself 
means the second equipment 3402 including the sec- 
ond authentication processing section 4306. 
[0275] In the case where the first authentication 
processing section 4305 has authenticated the second 
equipment 4302, the second equipment 4302 can be re- 
garded as trustworthy equipment for the first equipment 
4301 .Therefore, the first equipment 4301 can permit the 
second equipment 4302 to access to the information 
held in the tamper-resistant region. Then, when the sec- 
ond authentication processing section 4306 performs 
authentication for the third equipment 4303, it can use 
the information held in the tamper-resistant region. Ac- 
cordingly, the second authentication processing section 

4306 may use the information held in the tamper-resist- 
ant region when it performs authentication for the third 
equipment 4303. 

[0276] As described, the second authentication 
processing section 4306 may include a function of the 
device driver for accessing to the first equipment 4301 . 
[0277] Further, the second authentication processing 
section 4306 may obtain information necessary to per- 
form authentication for the third equipment 4303 from 
equipment different from the first equipment or the third 
equipment. In obtaining the information, the second au- 
thentication processing section 4306 may present infor- 
mation showing that the second equipment 4302 has 
been authenticated by the first authentication process- 
ing section 4305. 

[0278] The third equipment 4303 comprises an appli- 
cation storage section 4307 and a third authentication 
processing section 4308. The application storage sec- 
tion 4307 stores the application. Therefore, it has the 
same function as the application storage section in the 
nineteenth embodiment or the like. Thus, the length of 
time to store the application or an object of storage is 
not particularly limited. 

[0279] The third authentication processing section 
4308 performs the processing for authenticating the ap- 
plication on condition that the second equipment 4302 
authenticates the equipment 4303 itself. The 'applica- 
tion' means the application stored in the application stor- 
age section 4307. Further the 'itself means the third 
equipment 4303. 

[0280] In the case where the second authentication 
processing section 4306 has authenticated the third 
equipment 4303 : the third equipment 4303 can be re- 



garded as trustworthy equipment for the first equipment 
4301 . Therefore, the first equipment 4301 can permit the 
third equipment 4303 to access to the information held 
in the tamper-resistant region. Then, when the third au- 
5 thentication processing section 4308 performs authen- 
tication for the application, it can use the information 
held in the tamper-resistant region. 
[0281] Further, the third authentication processing 
section 4308 may obtain information necessary to per- 
10 form authentication for the application from equipment 
different from the first equipment or the second equip- 
ment. In obtaining the information, the third authentica- 
tion processing section 4308 may present information 
showing that the third equipment 4303 has been authen- 
15 ticated by the second authentication processing section 
4306. Alternatively, in such an occasion, the second 
equipment 4302 may present information that the sec- 
ond equipment 4302 has been authenticated by the first 
authentication processing section 4305. 
[0282] Fig. 44 exemplifies the flowchart that explains 
the operation of the first equipment 4301 . In step 4401 , 
the first authentication processing section 4305 obtains 
the authentication information that the TRM section 
4304 holds in the tamper- resistant region. In step 
S4402, authentication processing of the second equip- 
ment is performed, and whether or not it has been au- 
thenticated is determined in step S4403. If the equip- 
ment has been authenticated, the fact that it has been 
authenticated is transmitted to the second equipment in 
step S4404. 

[0283] Fig. 45 exemplifies the flowchart that explains 
the operation of the second equipment 4302. In step 
S4501 , whether or not it has been authenticated by the 
first authentication processing section 4305 is deter- 
mined. This determination is made depending on wheth- 
er or not the fact that the first equipment 4301 was au- 
thenticated in step S4404 shown in Fig. 44 has been 
transmitted from the first equipment. If it has been au- 
thenticated, the second authentication processing sec- 
tion 4306 performs authentication processing of the 
third equipment, in step S4502. In step S4503, whether 
or not it has been authenticated is determined. If the 
equipment has been authenticated, the fact that it has 
been authenticated is transmitted to the third equipment 
in step S4504. 

[0284] Fig. 46 exemplifies the flowchart that explains 
the operation of the third equipment 4303. In step 
S4601 , whether or not it has been authenticated by the 
second authentication processing section 4306 is deter- 
mined. This determination is made depending on wheth- 
er or not the fact that the second equipment 4302 was 
authenticated in step S4504 shown in Fig. 45 has been 
transmitted from the second equipment. If it has been 
authenticated, authentication processing of the applica- 
tion is performed in step S4602. Although the process- 
ing ends here in Fig. 46, the result of processing for ap- 
plication authentication may be transmitted to the first 
equipment 4301 , for example. Alternatively, it may be 
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transmitted to the second equipment 4302. Further- 
more, if the application accesses another piece of equip- 
ment, it may present information showing that it has 
been authenticated by the third authentication process- 
ing section 4308. Alternatively, the application may be 
added with information showing that it has been authen- 
ticated by the third authentication processing section 
4308. 

[0285] The case described above has been the one 
in which the application authentication system is consti- 
tuted of 3 kinds of principal equipment, but the applica- 
tion authentication system may be constituted of 4 kinds 
of principal equipment as shown in Fig. 47. 
[0286] In Fig. 47, the application authentication sys- 
tem comprises a first equipment 4701 , a second equip- 
ment 4702, a third equipment 4703, and a fourth equip- 
ment 4704. The first equipment 4701 comprises a TRM 
section 4705 and a first authentication processing sec- 
tion 4706, which correspond to the TRM section 4304 
and the first authentication processing section 4305 ex- 
emplified in Fig. 43. The second equipment 4702 com- 
prises a second authentication processing section 
4707. This corresponds to the second authentication 
processing section 4306 exemplified in Fig. 43. 
[0287] The third equipment has a third authentication 
processing section 4708. The third authentication 
processing section 4708 performs authentication for the 
fourth equipment 4704 on condition that the section 
4708 itself is authenticated by the second authentication 
processing section 4707. If the second authentication 
processing section 4707 authenticates the third equip- 
ment 4703, the third equipment 4703 becomes trustwor- 
thy equipment for the first equipment 4701 . Therefore, 
the first equipment 4701 can permit the third equipment 
4703 to access to the information that the TRM section 
4705 holds in the tamper-resistant region. Then, the 
third authentication processing section 4708 obtains the 
information that the TRM section 4705 holds in the 
tamper-resistant region, and may perform authentica- 
tion for the fourth equipment 4704. Alternatively, it may 
obtain the information held in another equipment to per- 
form authentication. 

[0288] In the case where the third authentication 
processing section 4708 obtains the information that the 
TRM section 4705 holds in the tamper- resistant region, 
a communication section may be provided for the third 
equipment 4703 and the first equipment 4701 to enable 
the third equipment 4703 and the first equipment 4701 
to directly communicate with each other. Alternatively, 
the following can be performed when the second au- 
thentication processing section 4707 includes the de- 
vice driver function to access to the first equipment 
4701 . Specifically, the third authentication processing 
section 4708, by using the device driver function provid- 
ed by the second authentication processing section 
4707, obtains the information that the TRM section 4705 
has in the tamper-resistant region via the second equip- 
ment. Therefore, the third authentication processing 



section 4708 may include the device driver function to 
access to the second authentication processing section 
4707. 

[0289] The fourth equipment 4704 has an application 
5 storage section 4709 and a fourth authentication 
processing section 4710. The application storage sec- 
tion 4709 corresponds to the application storage section 
4307 in Fig. 43. The fourth authentication processing 
section 4710 performs authentication on condition that 
10 the equipment 4704 itself is authenticated by the third 
authentication processing section 4708. Herein the 'it- 
self means the fourth equipment 4704. Accordingly, if 
the third authentication processing section 4708 has au- 
thenticated the fourth equipment 4704, it is regarded 
15 that the first authentication processing section 4706 has 
authenticated the equipment, so that the third authenti- 
cation processing section 471 0 can perform authentica- 
tion for the application stored in the application storage 
section 4709 using the information that the TRM section 
4705 holds in the tamper-resistant region. Further, the 
fourth authentication processing section 4710 presents 
information showing that it has been authenticated the 
third authentication processing section 4708 for another 
equipment, obtains information for application authenti- 
cation, and may perform authentication for the applica- 
tion. 

[0290] Thus, an operation in the case where the ap- 
plication authentication system is constituted of the 4 
kinds of principal equipment is as follows. The operation 
of the first equipment 4701 is the same as the one ex- 
emplified in Fig. 44. Similarly, the operation of the sec- 
ond equipment 4702 is exemplified in Fig. 45. The op- 
eration of the third equipment 4703 is exemplified in Fig. 
48. In other words, whether or not the third equipment 
4703 has been authenticated by the second authentica- 
tion processing section 4707 is determined in step 
S4801 . If it has been authenticated, the authentication 
processing of the fourth equipment 4704 is performed 
in step S4802. In step S4803, whether or not it has been 
authenticated is determined, and if authenticated, the 
fact that it has been authenticated is transmitted to the 
fourth equipment 4704 in step S4804. 
[0291] The operation of the fourth equipment 4704 is 
exemplified in Fig. 49. Whether or not it has been au- 
thenticated by the third authentication processing sec- 
tion 4708 is determined in step S4901, and if authenti- 
cated, the authentication processing of the application 
is performed in step 4902. The result of the authentica- 
tion processing of the application may be transmitted to 
the first equipment 4701, for example. Alternatively, it 
may be transmitted to the second equipment 4702. If 
the application accesses another equipment, the infor- 
mation showing it has been authenticated by the third 
authentication processing section 4708 may be present- 
ed. Alternatively, the application may be added with the 
information showing that it has been authenticated by 
the third authentication processing section 4708. 
[0292] Moreover, the number of principal equipment 
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is not limited to 4, but the application authentication sys- 
tem may be constituted of 5 kinds of equipment as 
shown in Fig. 50, which are a first equipment 5001, a 
second equipment 5002, a third equipment 5003, a 
fourth equipment 5004, and a fifth equipment. 
[0293] Fig. 51 exemplifies the function block diagram 
of the application authentication system when the 
number of principal eq uipment is generalized. In Fig. 51 , 
the application authentication system is constituted of 
(N+1 ) pieces of equipment, which is formed by connect- 
ing a first equipment 5101 through an (N+1)th equip- 
ment 5105 in series. The description 'connecting' does 
not only mean that they are directly connected electri- 
cally or physically contact with each other For example, 
they may be connected by a network represented by the 
Internet. Particularly, they may be connected by the net- 
work using the optical cable. Further, they may be con- 
nected by radio waves. In addition, the equipment may 
be interconnected with each other. 
[0294] The first equipment 5101 has a TRM section 

51 06 and a first authentication processing section 51 07. 
The TRM section 5106 holds information for authenti- 
cating the second equipment 5102 in the tamper- resist- 
ant region. The first authentication processing section 

51 07 performs authentication for the second equipment 
5102 based on the authentication information. 
[0295] In the following, any one of the second equip- 
ment 51 02 to the N-th equipment 51 04 will be shown as 
an i-th equipment. The i-th equipment has an i-th au- 
thentication processing section. The i-th authentication 
processing section performs authentication for an (i+1) 
th equipment on condition that the equipment itself is 
authenticated by the i-th authentication processing sec- 
tion. Herein, the 'itself means the i-th equipment. There- 
fore, the i-th authentication processing section performs 
authentication for the (i+1)th equipment if the i-th equip- 
ment has been authenticated by an (i-1)th authentica- 
tion processing section. If the (i-1)th authentication 
processing section has authenticated the i-th equip- 
ment, the i-th equipment can be regarded as a trustwor- 
thy one for the first equipment 5101. Thus, the first 
equipment 51 01 can permit the i-th equipment to access 
to the information held in the tamper-resistant region by 
the TRM section 5106. Then, the i-the equipment may 
perform authentication for the (i+1)th equipment using 
the information held in the tamper- resistant region. 
[0296] For example, in the case where the i-th authen- 
tication processing section accesses to the information 
held in the tamper-resistant region by the TRM section 

5106, the i-th equipment and the first equipment 5101 
may directly communicate with each other. 

[0297] Further, the i-th authentication processing sec- 
tion may include the device driver function or the like to 
access to the (i-1)th authentication processing section. 
With this function included, an information demand is 
sequentially output from the i-th authentication process- 
ing section to the first authentication processing section 

5107, and the demanded information is sent back se- 



quentially from the first authentication processing sec- 
tion 5107 to the i-th authentication processing section. 
[0298] The (N+1)th equipment has an application 
storage section 5111 and an (N+1)th authentication 
5 processing section 5112. The application storage sec- 
tion 5111 stores the application. Time for storing the ap- 
plication is unlimited. For example, the application may 
be stored to execute the application in the (N+1)th 
equipment 5105, or may be temporarily stored only to 
io relay application transmission. Furthermore, an object 
of application storage is no object, and it is not only 
stored to execute the application in the (N+1 )th equip- 
ment 5105, but may be stored for a downloading pur- 
pose to execute the application in another equipment. 
15 in addition, it may be stored to download and execute 
the application in the (N+1 )th equipment 51 05. Note that 
the name 'application' has been used, but it is not nec- 
essarily a program, but may be data. 
[0299] The ( N+1 ) th authentication processing sec- 
tion 5112 performs authentication for the application on 
condition that the equipment itself is authenticated by 
an N-th authentication processing section 5110. The 'it- 
self* means the (N+1 )th equipment 51 05, and the 'appli- 
cation' means the application stored in the application 
storage section 5111 . 

[0300] Fig. 52 is the flowchart explaining the operation 
of any equipment from the second equipment 5102 to 
the N-th equipment 51 04. In step S5201, whether or not 
the equipment has been authenticated by the (M)th au- 
thentication processing section is determined, and if au- 
thenticated, the authentication processing of the (i+1)th 
equipment is performed in step S5202. Whether or not 
the (i+1)th equipment has been authenticated is deter- 
mined in step S5203, and if authenticated, the fact that 
the it has been authenticated is transmitted to the (i+1 ) 
th equipment. Thus, authentication is performed from 
the second equipment 51 02 to the N-th equipment 51 04 
sequentially. 

[0301] Fig. 53 exemplifies the flowchart of the opera- 
tion of the (N+1)th equipment 5105. Whether or not it 
has been authenticated by the N-th authentication 
processing section 5110 is determined in step S5301, 
and if it is determined that it has been authenticated, it 
performs the authentication processing of the applica- 
tion in step S5302. When the application has been au- 
thenticated, the equipment 5105 transmits its result to 
the first equipment 51 01 or the like, and permits the ap- 
plication to access to the first equipment 51 01 . Alterna- 
tively, the information that the application has been au- 
thenticated may be added to the application. 
[0302] In Figs. 43, 47, 50, and 51 , the equipment has 
been connected in series, but the equipment may be 
connected by using the nested structure. Fig. 54 sche- 
matically shows that the equipment is connected using 
the nested structure. A secure device 5401 is equivalent 
to the first equipment 5101, and has the TRM section 
and the first authentication processing section. The se- 
cure device 5401 is connected so as to be built in an 
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adapter 5402 that is equivalent to the second equip- 
ment, as a part thereof. The adapter 5402 is connected 
so as to be built in a communication module 5403 that 
is equivalent to the third equipment, as a part thereof. 
Further, the communication module 5403 is connected 5 
so as to be built in a PDA (personal digital assistance) 
5404 that is equivalent to the fourth equipment, as a part 
thereof. The PDA 5404 is connected to the server, which 
is equivalent to the fifth equipment, via a communication 
line. With such a connection, authentication can be per- 10 
formed for the application stored in the server 5405 by 
using the information held in the tamper- resistant region 
of the secure device 5401 . 

[0303] Note that the (N+1)th equipment 5105 may be 
a home electronic appliance. It also may be a so-called is 
information home electronic appliance or a network 
home electronic appliance. Products such as an air con- 
ditioner, a humidifier, a dehumidifier, an air cleaner, a 
microwave oven, an oven, a refrigerator, a dish washing 
machine, a water heater, an iron, a trouser press, an 20 
electric vacuum cleaner, a washing machine, a drier, an 
electric blanket, electric sheets, a light fixture, a televi- 
sion, a radio, an audio apparatus such as a tape record- 
er, a camera, an IC recorder, a telephone, a facsimile 
machine, a copier, a printer, a scanner, a personal com- 25 
puter, and the like are cited. 

Twenty-first Embodiment 

[0304] In the twenty-first embodiment, when any one 30 
ofthesecondequipmentto theN-th equipment is shown 
as the i-th equipment, the i-th equipment may hold the 
information necessary for authenticating the (i+1)th 
equipment. For example, the i-th equipment has the 
tamper-resistant region, and may hold the necessary in- 35 
formation for performing authentication in the region. 
[0305] As described, when there could be a case that 
the i-th equipment holds the authentication information, 
which is the information necessary for authenticating, 
the i-th equipment may have an i-th authentication in- *o 
formation obtaining section. Herein, the i-th authentica- 
tion information obtaining section is a section that ob- 
tains the authentication information from an authentica- 
tion information storage region when the i-th equipment 
has the authentication information storage region that is 45 
a region storing the authentication information. Further, 
the i-th authentication information obtaining section ob- 
tains the authentication information from the TRM sec- 
tion via the equipment from the second equipment to the 
(i-1)th equipment when the TRM section of the first 50 
equipment stores the authentication information. 'Via 
the equipment from the second equipment to the (i-1)th 
equipment 1 means the following. Specifically, the i-th au- 
thentication information obtaining section outputs a de- 
mand of the authentication information to an (i-1)th au- 55 
thentication information obtaining section, and finally, a 
second authentication information obtaining section 
outputs a demand of the authentication information to 



the first equipment. When the second authentication in- 
formation obtaining section obtains the authentication 
information from the first equipment, it outputs the au- 
thentication information to a third authentication infor- 
mation obtaining section, and finally, the (i-1)th authen- 
tication information obtaining section outputs the au- 
thentication information to the i-th authentication infor- 
mation obtaining section. 

[0306] Fig. 55 exemplifies the flowchart explaining the 
operation of the i-th equipment in this embodiment. In 
step S5501 , whether or not it has been authenticated by 
the (i-1)th authentication processing section is deter- 
mined. When it is determined that it has been authenti- 
cated, the processing proceeds to step S5502, and 
whether or not the authentication information of the (i+1 ) 
th equipment is stored in the authentication information 
storage region is determined. For example, the i-th 
equipment reads out the information stored in the au- 
thentication information storage region and determines 
if the authentication information can be obtained. If the 
information has not been stored, the processing pro- 
ceeds to step S5503, and the equipment obtains the au- 
thentication information from the TRM section via the 
second equipment to the (i-1)th equipment. In step 
S5504, the authentication processing of the (i+1)th 
equipment is performed, and whether or not it has been 
authenticated is determined in step S5605. If authenti- 
cated, the fact that it has been authenticated is trans- 
mitted to the (i+1)th equipment. 

[0307] By performing such a processing, even if the 
number of equipment that constitutes the application au- 
thentication system increases, authentication is per- 
formed using the authentication information when the 
equipment has the authentication information, and for 
example, it is possible to complete authentication for all 
the equipment in a short time. 

Advantage of the Invention 

[0308] As described above, according to the present 
invention, the authentication module and the terminal 
are combined to authenticate the application that oper- 
ates in the terminal by the information held in the au- 
thentication module, and thus preventing an undesira- 
ble application from being executed in the terminal. 
[0309] Further, by authenticating the TRM access li- 
brary in the terminal with the authentication module, the 
TRM access library can perform a processing for au- 
thenticating the application. As a result, an application 
with high security can be executed, and an operation of 
A business transaction using the terminal can be per- 
formed. In addition, the tamper-resistant region may be 
in the authentication module and there is no need to 
mount the tamper-resistant region on the terminal, thus 
reducing manufacturing costs. 

[0310] Furthermore, a source of the application is 
guaranteed by authenticating the application that oper- 
ates in the terminal, and the application is permitted to 
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access to the local resources of the terminal or the au- 
thentication module. 

[031 1 ] Still further, by authenticating the TRM section 
of the authentication module with the server, authenti- 
cation for the terminal and the application that operates 
in the terminal can be performed. Thus; highly confiden- 
tial information can be exchanged with the application 
that operates in the terminal, and an operation of com- 
plicated business transaction can be realized among the 
server, the terminal, and the authentication module. 
[031 2] Still further, by storing the signature of the ap- 
plication main body in the optional region, the signature 
of the application main body can be simultaneously 
downloaded with download of the application, thus the 
additional task to download the signature of the appli- 
cation main body can be omitted. 
[0313] Moreover, in a state where three or more kinds 
of equipment are connected in series, authentication is 
sequentially performed from the equipment on one end 
and authentication for the application stored in the 
equipment on the other end. 

Claims 

1 . An application authentication system that compris- 
es a terminal and an authentication module, where- 
in 

the terminal includes a download section to 
download an application, and 

the authentication module includes a TRM 
section that holds information for a processing of 
application authentication in a tamper-resistant re- 
gion. 

2. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a terminal and an authentication module, where- 
in 

the terminal includes a download section to 
download an application; and 

a TRM access library section that performs a 
processing for application authentication on condi- 
tion that the TRM access library section itself is au- 
thenticated by the authentication module, and 

the authentication module includes: a TRM 
section that holds TRM access library section au- 
thentication information, which is information to per- 
form authentication for the TRM access library, in a 
tamper-resistant region: and 

a TRM access library section authenticating 
section that performs authentication for the TRM 
access library section of the terminal based on the 
TRM access library section authentication informa- 
tion. 

3. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 2, wherein 

the download section of the terminal down- 



loads an application added with a signature, which 
is information used to authenticate that the applica- 
tion has not been tampered with, 

the TRM access library section generates di- 
5 gest for signature authentication from the applica- 
tion downloaded to the download section, 

the terminal further includes a signature au- 
thentication information output section that outputs 
signature authentication information including the 
io digest for signature authentication, which has been 
generated, and the signature to the authentication 
module, and 

the authentication module further includes: a 
signature authentication information input section 
15 that enters the signature authentication information 
output from the signature authentication informa- 
tion output section; and 

a signature authentication section that per- 
forms verification for the signature based on the di- 
20 gest for signature authentication and the signature, 
which are entered from the signature authentication 
information input section. 

4. The application authentication system according to 
25 Claim 3, wherein 

the authentication module further includes a 
signature-derived digest generation information ob- 
taining section that obtains signature-derived digest 
generation information to generate a signature-de- 
30 nved digest by using the signature entered from the 
signature authentication information input section; 
and 

a signature-derived digest generation section 
that generates the signature-derived digest by us- 
35 ing the signature entered from the signature au- 
thentication information input section and the sig- 
nature-derived digest generation information held 
in the signature-derived digest generation informa- 
tion obtaining section, and 
*o the signature authentication section performs 

authentication based on the signature-derived di- 
gest that has been generated in the signature-de- 
rived digest generation section and the digest for 
signature authentication, which has been entered 
45 from the signature authentication information input 
section. 

5. The application authentication system according to 
any one of Claims 2 to 4, wherein 

50 the terminal includes an authentication mod- 

ule authenticating section for authenticating the au- 
thentication module. 

6. The application authentication system according to 
55 Claim 5, wherein 

the TRM access library section includes ap- 
plication-usable resource information holding 
means that holds application-usable resource infor- 
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mation that is information regarding resources 
whose use is approved for an authenticated appli- 
cation. 

7. The application authentication system according to 
any one of Claims 5 and 6, wherein 

the TRM access library section of the terminal 
further includes application-usable resource infor- 
mation output means that outputs the application- 
usable resource information to the TRM section of 
the authentication module for which authentication 
by the authentication module authenticating section 
has been performed, and 

the TRM section of the authentication module 
holds the application-usable resource information, 
which has been output from the application-usable 
resource information output means, in a tamper-re- 
sistant region in a rewritable manner. 

8. The application authentication system according to 
any one of Claims 6 and 7, wherein 

the TRM access library section approves use 
of resources for an application based on the appli- 
cation-usable resource information. 

9. The application authentication system according to 
any one of Claims 6 to 8, wherein 

the terminal includes an application-usable 
resource information download section that down- 
loads application-usable resource information add- 
ed with a signature, and 

the TRM access library section verifies the 
signature added to the application-usable resource 
information that has been downloaded to the appli- 
cation-usable resource information download sec- 
tion. 

10. The application authentication system according to 
any one of Claims 6 to 8, wherein 

the terminal includes an application-usable 
resource information download section that down- 
loads application-usable resource information add- 
ed with a signature, 

the TRM access library section generates a 
digest for signature authentication from the applica- 
tion-usable resource information that has been 
downloaded to the application-usable resource in- 
formation download section, 

the terminal further includes a signature au- 
thentication information output section for applica- 
tion-usable resource information, which outputs 
signature authentication information including the 
digest for signature authentication, which has been 
generated, and the signature to the authentication 
module, and 

the authentication module further includes: a 
signature authentication information input section 
for application-usable resource information, which 



enters the signature authentication information out- 
put from the signature authentication information in- 
put section for application-usable resource informa- 
tion; and 

5 a signature authentication section for applica- 

tion-usable resource information, which performs 
verification for the signature based on the digest for 
signature authentication and the signature, which 
are entered from the signature authentication infor- 

io mation input section for application-usable re- 
source information. 

11. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 2, wherein 

'5 the TRM access library section authentication 

information is information unique to the terminal. 

12. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 2, wherein 

20 the TRM access library section authentication 

information is information regarding a combination 
of applications installed'to the terminal. 

13. The application authentication system according to 
25 Claim 2, wherein 

the TRM access library section authentication 
information is library identification information that 
is information for identifying the TRM access library 
section. 

30 

14. The application authentication system according to 
any one of Claims 2 to 4, wherein 

the terminal includes a terminal application 
holding section that holds a terminal application that 
35 accesses to the TRM section of the authentication 
module, 

the TRM section of the authentication module 
includes an in-authentication-module application 
holding section that holds an in-authentication- 

40 module application, which operates in the authenti- 
cation module, in the tamper-resistant region, and 
the in-authentication-module application ac- 
cepts access from the terminal application and op- 
erates on condition that the TRM access library sec- 

^5 tion authenticating section succeeds in authenticat- 
ing the TRM access library section. 

15. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 14, wherein 

50 the TRM section of the authentication module 

includes authentication result identifier generating 
means that generates an authentication result iden- 
tifier on condition that the TRM access library sec- 
tion authenticating section succeeds in authenticat- 
es ing the TRM access library section, and 

an in-authentication-module application ena- 
bles the terminal application to access to the in-au- 
thentication-module application on condition that 
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the authentication result identifier showing authen- 
tication success exists, and the in-authentication- 
module application accepts access from the termi- 
nal application. 

16. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 14, wherein 

the TRM section of the authentication module 
includes application authentication result identifier 
generating means that generates an application au- 
thentication result identifier on condition that the 
TRM access library section succeeds in authenti- 
cating the application, and 

an in-authentication-module application ena- 
bles the terminal application to access the in-au- 
thentication-module application on condition that 
the application authentication result identifier show- 
ing authentication success exists, and the in-au- 
thentication-module application accepts access 
from the terminal application. 

17. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a terminal, an authentication module, and a serv- 
er that downloads an application to the terminal, 
wherein 

the terminal includes a download section to 
download the application, 

the authentication module includes a TRM 
section that holds information for a processing of 
application authentication in a tamper-resistant re- 
gion, and 

the server includes a terminal authentication 
section, which determines that authentication for 
the terminal has succeeded on condition that au- 
thentication for the authentication module via the 
terminal succeeds. 

18. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a terminal, an authentication module, and a serv- 
er that downloads an application to the terminal, 
wherein 

the terminal includes: a download section to 
download the application; and 

a TRM access library section that performs a 
processing for application authentication on condi- 
tion that the TRM access library section itself is au- 
thenticated by the authentication module, 

the authentication module includes: a TRM 
section that holds TRM access library section au- 
thentication information, which is information for au- 
thenticating the TRM access library section, in a 
tamper-resistant region; and 

a TRM access library section authenticating 
section that performs authentication for the TRM 
access library section of the terminal based on the 
TRM access library section authentication informa- 
tion, and 

the server includes a server TRM access li- 



brary section authenticating section, which deter- 
mines that authentication for the TRM access li- 
brary section has succeeded on condition that au- 
thentication for the TRM section of the authentica- 
5 tion module succeeds via the TRM access library 
section of the terminal. 

19. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a terminal, an authentication module, and a serv- 

10 er that downloads an application to the terminal, 
wherein 

the terminal includes: a download section to 
download the application; 

digest for signature generating means that 
generates a digest for signature from the applica- 
tion; 

downloaded application signature obtaining 
means that obtains a signature downloaded along 
with the application; and 

a TRM access library section that has appli- 
cation authentication data output means that trans- 
mits the obtained signature and the digest for sig- 
nature generated by the digest for signature gener- 
ating means, 

the authentication module includes: a TRM 
section that holds TRM access library section au- 
thentication information, which is information for au- 
thenticating the TRM access library section, in a 
tamper-resistant region; and 

a TRM access library section authenticating 
section that performs authentication for the TRM 
access library section based on the TRM access li- 
brary section authentication information, and 

the server includes: a server TRM access li- 
brary section authenticating section, which deter- 
mines that authentication for the TRM access li- 
brary section has succeeded on condition that au- 
thentication for the TRM section of the authentica- 
tion module succeeds via the TRM access library 
section of the terminal: 

an application authentication data input sec- 
tion that enters the digest for signature and the sig- 
nature, which have been output from application au- 
thentication data output means of the TRM access 
library section whose authentication by the server 
TRM access library section authenticating section 
is determined to have succeeded; and 

a server application authenticating section 
that performs authentication for the application 
based on the digest for signature and the signature 
input to the application authentication input section. 

20. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a terminal, an authentication module, and a serv- 
er that downloads an application to the terminal, 
wherein 

the terminal includes: a download section to 
download the application; and 
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a TRM access library section having: 

authentication success information generating 
means that generates authentication success 
information showing success of application au- 5 
thentication; and 

application authentication success information 
output means that outputs the authentication 
success information generated in the authenti- 
cation success information generating means, io 
the authentication module includes: a TRM 
section that holds TRM access library section 
authentication information, which is information 
for authenticating the TRM access library sec- 
tion, in a tamper- resistant region; and '5 
a TRM access library section authenticating 
section that performs authentication for the 
TRM access library section based on the TRM 
access library section authentication informa- 
tion, and 20 
the server includes: a server TRM access li- 
brary section authenticating section, which de- 
termines that authentication for the TRM ac- 
cess library section has succeeded on condi- 
tion that authentication for the TRM section of 25 
the authentication module succeeds via the 
TRM access library section of the terminal; 
an authentication success information input 
section that enters the authentication success 
information that has been output from the au- 30 
thentication success information output means 
of the TRM access library section, whose au- 
thentication by the server TRM access library 
section authenticating section is determined to 
have succeeded; and 35 
a server application authenticating section that 
performs authentication for the application 
based on the authentication success informa- 
tion input to the authentication success infor- 
mation input section. 40 

An application program that comprises an applica- 
tion main body and an application definition file, 
wherein 

the application definition file includes an op- 45 
tional region that a creator of the application can 
freely use in an attribute information storage area, 
which is an area to store information showing the 
attribute of the application main body, and stores 
signature data of the application main body in the so 
optional region, said application program causing a 
computer to execute procedures for: 

obtaining the signature data from the optional 
region; and 55 
verifying the signature using the signature data 
obtained. 



22. The application program according to Claim 21, 
wherein 

the application program is an i-application, 
and the optional region is AppParam. 

23. A data structure of an application program, compris- 
ing: 

a JAR file section that stores a JAR file, which 
is a compression file of code and data; and 
an ADF file section that stores an ADF file, 
which is a definition file of an application, 
wherein 

the ADF file has AppParam that stores main- 
class starting parameter, and 
a signature of the JAR file is stored in the App- 
Param. 

24. The data structure according to Claim 23, wherein 

the signature of the JAR file is a signature of 
a person who guarantees an operation of the appli- 
cation program. 

25. A storage medium in which an application program 
is stored in a computer-readable manner by the da- 
ta structure according to any one of Claims 23 and 
24. 

26. The application authentication system according to 
Claims 2 to 4, wherein 

the download section downloads a use li- 
cense added with a signature, which describes ap- 
plication-usable resource information of a down- 
loaded application. 

27. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 26, wherein 

said application-usable resource information 
is a type of local resource. 

28. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 26, wherein 

said application-usable resource information 
is a range in which use of local resources is ap- 
proved. 

29. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 18, wherein 

the TRM access library section performs a 
processing for application authentication on condi- 
tion that the application has accessed the tamper- 
resistant region of the TRM section of the authenti- 
cation module. 

30. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 18, wherein 

the TRM access library section performs a 
processing for application authentication on condi- 
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tion that the application has been downloaded to the 
download section. 

31 . The application authentication system according to 
Claim 18, wherein 5 

the TRM access library section performs a 
processing for application authentication by using a 
start of application execution as a trigger. 

32. The application authentication system according to io 
Claim 26, wherein 

the application-usable resource information 
of the use license includes expiry date information 
showing a time limit for accessing to resources, and 

the download section downloads the use li- *5 
cense when the time limit approved based on said 
expiry date information has already expired. 

33. The application authentication system according to 
Claims 2 to 4, wherein 20 

the download section downloads a use li- 
cense from a server at the time of executing the ap- 
plication that has been downloaded or/and at the 
time of performing authentication for the applica- 
tion. 25 

34. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 26, wherein 

the download section inquires a server of va- 
lidity of the downloaded use license at the time of 30 
executing the application that has been download- 
ed or/and at the time of performing authentication 
for the application. 

35. A terminal according to any one of Claims 1 to 21 , 35 
and 26 to 34. 

36. An authentication module according to any one of 
Claims 1 to 21. 

40 

37. A terminal, comprising: 

a download section that downloads an applica- 
tion; and 

a TRM section that holds information for a 45 
processing of application authentication in a 
tamper- resistant region. 

38. A terminal that includes an authentication module 

to hold information in a tamper-resistant region and 50 
to perform a processing for authentication using the 
information, said terminal comprising: 

a download section that downloads an applica- 
tion; and 55 
a TRM access library section that performs 
processing for application authentication on 
condition that the authentication module au- 



thenticates the TRM access library section it- 
self, wherein 

said authentication module comprises: 

a TRM section that holds a TRM access li- 
brary section authentication information, 
which is information for authenticating said 
TRM access library section, in said tamper- 
resistant region; and 

a TRM access library section authenticat- 
ing section that perform authentication for 
said TRM access library section based on 
the TRM access library section authentica- 
tion information. 

39. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a primary equipment and an authentication mod- 
ule, wherein 

the primary equipment has an application 
storage section that stores an application, and 

the authentication module has a TRM section 
that holds information for an authentication 
processing of the application in a tamper- resistant 
region. 

40. An application authentication system that compris- 
es a primary equipment and an authentication mod- 
ule, wherein 

the primary equipment has: 

an application storage section that stores an 
application; and 

a TRM access library section that performs a 
processing for application authentication on 
condition that the primary equipment itself is 
authenticated by the authentication module, 
and 

the authentication module has: 

a TRM section that holds TRM access li- 
brary section authentication information, 
which is information for authenticating the 
TRM access library section, in a tamper- 
resistant region; and 

a TRM access library section authenticat- 
ing section that performs authentication for 
the TRM access library section of the pri- 
mary equipment based on the TRM access 
library section authentication information. 

41 . An application authentication system that compris- 
es (N+1) pieces of equipment, which is formed by 
connecting a first equipment through an (N+1)th 
equipment in series, wherein 

the first equipment has: 

a TRM section that holds authentication infor- 
mation, which is information for authenticating 



32 



63 



EP 1 326 396 A2 



a second equipment, in a tamper-resistant re- 
gion; and 

a first authentication processing section that 
performs authentication for the second equip- 
ment based on said authentication information, s 
an i-th equipment, when any one of the second 
equipment to an N-th equipment is set to be 
said i-th equipment, has: 

an i-th authentication processing section; io 
and 

the i-th authentication processing section 
performs authentication for an (i+1)th 
equipment on condition that the i-th au- 
thentication processing section itself is au- is 
thenticated by an (i-1)th authentication 
processing section, and 
the (N+1)th equipment has: 

an application storage section that 20 
stores an application; and 
an (N+1)th authentication processing 
section that performs a processing for 
authenticating said application on con- 
dition that the (N+1 )th equipment itself 25 
is authenticated by an N-th authentica- 
tion processing section. 

42. The application authentication system according to 
Claim 41 , wherein 30 

said i-th equipment has an i-th authentication 
information obtaining section that obtains authenti- 
cation information for authenticating the (i+1)th 
equipment, and 

said i-th authentication information obtaining 35 
section, when the i-th equipment has an authenti- 
cation information storage region that is a region 
storing the authentication information, obtains said 
authentication information from the authentication 
information storage region, and obtains said au- *o 
thentication information from a TRM section via the 
equipment from the second equipment to an (i-1)th 
equipment when said authentication information is 
stored in the TRM section of the first equipment. 
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